
Eternal God , you are beyond us in place and station , whose 
thoughts are not )ur t.Dughts and whose ways are not ~ur W~Sj 
hfa.r our praj"er as ..,~ prar for ~our 'World , confess )ur lack 
of charity for our n~ighbor , seek daily sustenance of the 
soul, an~ ask or the ~i~cti~n or your will in ~he ~articu
lar ~laces where you ha~ set ~S . 

Wr, give t.na~~ t~ :.[ou for ·.he day you ,ave given us . We a: e 
~ed by ye!t rday~ hope! and have a part in tomorrow ' s dream= . 
We thank y~u for the holy ~ lnd on which we stand and tho 
we rarely see burning bushes there are nany burn!n and 
leedful place., ..·he"'e vou w)uld 'lAVe 'HI labor" and serle. 
Thank vou for the o?protunities of liharing: :rour grace an 
impartin to ?thers your love. we praise ~ou th t we are 
p Rt of the world still be cr~ated . 

A.'t'We .re~O!lntzi today-one ,,: O",lf'''' own f.tliends wh~se long 11 e 
bt ~6;v:t~~ st,a..?S a/ an~cU1.ng exam.ple !'or iJ3 all , we giV"e 
t.UnkS ~ j'OY /Of him; !Uti not fot' him only but also flr all 
~)rlr.~~ o~ ~he f~tn ~h~ llX!~~all us to a hif~er lev,l of 
~tc·i.tl~k~§s .~ 

~ 

o lJoO, whom: our ~a" here tru ted and were not let down , 1n the 
m\dst pt glib and deca:inr. substitutes f~r your rae we 
Cind borsel~s ~anting and still needing . Be real ~o U3 
and to tne whole church . 

Our prayers are lUted for all who suffer +,his da:~ in pain 
0: bod:" or anquiEh of mind . Mya some brigh+ ray of comfort 
e nine thru to them . As we in+.erd~de for the w·,rld and its 
~eople J for ~artlcul~r eituations and persons . mar the answe
t.o praYJ?r begil w4 th oUT''1elv s as we i'orget our pePy cares 
and reach out to those wtose cares are l~rwhelm1ng, wh~ need 
a Ire nd , or a word r~r tonor~o~ , and a h,p rOr the days 
ahead . 

our father who JU"t in hC'ivne hallowed oe thy nane thy kim"dom 
come thy will be done ?n earth as it i5 in h ven ive us 
thiS" day our daily Dread and ··orgive Us mr t.respasses as 
we r,rgive those who trespaEs against us and lead us not 
into te~tat~on but deliv~r us from evil for thine is the 
k4.n~l'Iom and ....ne Jower and t;q glorv forev"'r amen 

http:an~cU1.ng


A1 19ht.y ':)1 I ..1-.) rch t e ~.t;art! o~ you opl ar._ pur- 
iria'" .:" ir ~tiv('''' 1 heJp 101 "0 kno ou~'!S hres CIS wa 8-:-- , to 
lnd r ~tand o~r~ Iv as JOu nde~,tano ~~ . hS we no~ ~ite 
our tjJirit"l in cJr:)o:oat )ra;;~L' , let. U~ know !'o.,.ething of 
our hol1Tl1 s , o~thin~:>f you ~ ':>ea.lt] , lIld eomethins of 
F~ur g!"f'"ltnt,s • In join~ so help us to "'ct our .~ lations!i.i" 
to vou in per .."Jective FO that we I'! e 0 '".f3&lil S as your chPd
!"en, c~eatp~ and gillen life bec~us 0 y:>ur' ve wl~d~ • 

.,.~u. h.a;fe w:1i.J r l11.y -;ade us , &'1.1 ore wO:1de tully rece d 
>':'5 , and Wft are + lark ~l . we pr le8 ~. ""?.l the wond r of r'lr 
love , t~ eaut.:r "t i .:lay, and joy ....f 'el_:>.!'I:h1"""j f)r 
the life you have &i-o'en us , for its OppO:'tll iti " , anj for ~11 
tt- e'lrt'v bl .. ,iT' , we t"'9nk you. lor t .. el(- -'le .1' tl.c::; 
wt:'> "Iav:. gone bef"'l"' , h('\ t ,....ej 1'" ar... !. i u , llie pr tSL 

__ , We 'lr£' tha"l.k!'\11 f"o'" the Jr.ercy at declared in .J sus 
';hrist , ror i e r· r""r o! t-4 IS lif , f" r +,h uani:1 chis 

ufi" rin, ant. rl. til, an ~ ror :he eVr .:'1.1 He: .. "'1d h ~ wtli h 
t~nke ~)rt~ ~n his re '-r~eti n • • • yen no~ ~ln1~~ to: ~ invo 
t.he ~3!"k pIa es ">f .)ur )rld and our ~x1 ~tenc 

?o.lt lov into our part , so ." t e may , ,lve o hers a y); 

ll)v~ th""r" • • u al.aYD ~e ready to help AJ"I:! lui..:k to f'Jr 
'''!.ve, +..bat :o.n ]e' '8 will know tnwt we y Hsc1pl 

..a1 ..,c love on anot.her . 

1'1 love , w now p:-ay fo ~ tho... who a:' in ~p i 1 'lee . .. 011\ 

8. J ~oj , to t "lS ~ who ire ..'@!'IfleC: r1r wh tev r ' son• • 
" . ~ant th in ight inl) life ' s _an"nb ~nd i~s po~sib·lit1 q 

: ... :"I;'C t wi +"., you...... .1 ..,.&oJ' hano t.he effot't of hOS wh ~"e 

wag"ng bCl:t"1c; 3.gai"lst +emptat ... on; huse . 10 ar~ ''1; ~ JUS tibout 
l::.v.ol ~s m1': !'!"i "' ; t!lose who art! a... raid especial' 1 ~'lC 
faith c-n ~~r.i~h f_ar; and th~s~ for whom life has caved i~ , 

t ..:.y thos"'! W'lO 'laV been grated joy and eUCCf'sa t.ha+ t.h~.1 
"lay kno-" t..... ourcl'> <:>f +~h ir good f:>rt ne . :'rl ng b r":)re UI! 1 
....!.c urI'! or "II ttl:) ar -:ick and hungry whom W T!lAl l? by 
tr,ln -lating Cl'ome of ,_'r prlyer i ,to f" od nu shplt r , clot,! 
ing an~ ~edicinc . Grant especial courage t) tho w ~e 
3.nxio:ls l)('Iut the !lealth or lOiled on~s , Take them "1)7 the :11.1 
:tnd lead tilem . J 1:.rR FATH~q WH~ AIr" 1" ffi..A', H~L ..... ~E 
T1Y ',AME THY KINSJ:{'\f 'C T~;Y rrrn J I1.... '~FX:.1'1 IT 1S 
1... .t.A.V")~ JI ~F f" T4'::S :..\Y _';-:" D.A: TY R L ~1j... '-'.L 1 n. 
Tf.. pa.BSE.S AS WE lL.l!V ""'100 ... W:--i) TRES?..\SS II.w N37 ,. ~ D 
r':'AD t:~ Nor rw: T nATr':;: !':' L ...LIVl..d ..;~ r • TL. • •• 
r _ ~l:. :t:. 'w. ~ ';J A.TD TIL:. PNi~l ANn 1'11" ;1 •• : t!:.. AW j 
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A~ighty uod , in who~~ love an~ C~~ the whole crClte~ ord r 
h~. been ?laced , we J~ur people n~~ orr r y?u our prayers. 
lie ack.'1.owle-ige vou tel be the Lord and seek to wor~t.l~ VOU 'l!:i 

you deserve . SOlll£: of us have fE)t. your gll.idl'lg ha:;.j anJ pre
sen,~ and have been lifted from despair a~d meaninglessne-~ . 
So~e have sensed your power anj 1av been lifted by it . Some 
have ca·lght. a vision an· been placed on a hic:h~r level. 

We 9!"'e thankful that :tOU h1ve nen !"it to be with U9 this 
Morning and ~e xe grateful for what you are doiob - ~Jvin; 
1n our h"larts , nnewin;- 0':"''' spir! '.s , ant. reopening clailTls 
and ca~:'ings ",hich we have attempted to cl.:l!>e • • + is not wi:.~ 

out. !Some f~ar t.hat. -..i" ',ffer oU!"~elvcs to you tt:1s ~orning . ,Ie" 
d·.m1 t know the full LTlpl1cations of CO:'Tr.'lltm nt , yet we are 
wining to trust ~he f'ltU;"e to y:)ll and the risk l,.he dvan';.ure 
of bcir:.g your people in it . ?rohabl,. e'Jerything will not go 
our lIay ....hen we :.ake tha+ commit.rtcn~, "u+. our 118Y hasn ' t b€·en 
Pal"'ticularly .r'l'.filling• .lr. yiE-ldinl!!; to yo~ we II'&V rind he 
aOIl~darlt life . uive 'lS tt.e ~treogt~ b try. 

We 1itt to you our c':):1cern &Dout ~.!U'ly t •.ings , .iT'd we )ring 
them to:;> you in pra:rol!r . will you guide and bless t.he tle!'lters 
o~ the senior clape w~o are bei~ a new r~ase ?f the life you 
have co~r.i tted to then::':" Shed y.lur light nnd g!'ace 0:1 other 
of our concern!" . "rl hink r'lf toe sh..tter'!!d ard fragment.ed 
Norld of hunger , pain , ~las9 and disAase . ~e think of th~se 
who experience life only as a bore ~- a chnrace . We ar~ ~n~ 

rul of those whJ h&ve gr~at sorrow, bec_~se or deat~ or i'~ 
ness or 1isappoin~~nt; 'f those who ~e~ to have ~o reaso~ 
for being j of those who are ti6d with cin a"ll D!'8v"nted !'rom 
bE"~n~ tr'll:r ':"~ee; of .....ho woundpd anl. the 11' , t;'lf" te."'lpted a"'r! 
the undecide~ . ~e intercedo , v Jod, an~ if 14 be your will 
let ce ea~h be a ch9n~el ?f you~ ~~acp and love . 

~ord , helr 18 to 08 8ctiv~ iisciple~ r~ther +r. n )n'7 verbal 
supporters of Y':lur way. 1-1.:1.Y our long t ~e 'or:.m.tn.';?nts no ... .Je 
t..:-e:j to !,,<D"!.taliz'3 our discipleshir . Ar.j may +herrl bog new 
an~ deeper commit~cn~ among this oody of Jour people . 

OOR FA!H:""'" \I,:L .' •• T !N iLATL...'1 ·.A!-L:l4l:.~ 1.: THY NM·...:;, THY KINGL 
C.;.,~ 1':-n .:Ill !:l~ £C"f'.:. 0:1 L~' AS IT .I.~ I'l IEAj'EN . G:"VL .IS 
THIS :.".Y- ...I] D£!I ~;u:an A:.1': ::'l'lll.lI'Y_ ',:... VI.i.L rl\!~?"\':::"'~ AS w:; 
F~_ ..:VR T.;:~S w:-!) TRI ~PASS A\l,r:l~:;,r ;S AND !LAD ~.s }:( T ...lIT:1 
r='""IPI'AT: .I:J ~LT I'EI.II{j R US E:i01! .:IIL F3l 't'l.!ll... I,: TIt. 1CJ:,}!Jr'f 
o\rlJ ':'h:.; !)a...__~ A~.: T'1l:. uLVaT rJ.~.::1 J...'1EN 
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~ternal vod , who causes the seasons to come and go , and 
who makes the fruits of the earth to minister to the needs 
of man , ~e are thankful that you have brought us again 
to the ti. .. of harvest , and that, according to your pro
mise , seedtime and harvest have not failed . we offer you 

our thanksgiving and pray that you .ill feed our souls on 
the bread of life 

Lord ~od , who from the beginning of our lives , has touched 
us , chastened us , and lifted us , grant that our pra~ers 
and supplications may be acceptable to you . You are the 
provider , we are the receivers; you are the rather , we are 
th~ childrenj you open your hand and we are fed ; you close 
your hand and we are in want. "ave mercy on us according 
to your love and compassion. 

It is with thanks~iving we recollect the happy hOur5 when 
friendships made offerings of love and brought satisfac
t10ns to our hearts; when music, and art, and beauty moved 
our ~~; when memory moved our spirits and severed 
cords of love were momentarily restored; and when the 
call to duty and work engaged our wills . 

It is with thanksgiving we remember the days of sorrow and 1IfrI 
the comfort ~ivenj the days of pain and the grace received; 
the days of loss and disappointment and your constant care 
and presence . 

It is with joyous ~~fti hearts that we recall the mystic 
moments when nature enfolded us; from gardens and bird 
songs , from brooks and placid pools , from meadows and 
flowers , from high mountains and snOWj and when we have 
felt upon our brows the breath of your Dened1ct1on. 

In ~ratitude we rejoice in your faithfulness . ~or Bins for
given, the the body's healing, for the hope of eternity , 
for the certainty that dreams do come true, for tender l~ve 
and care given us . we praise you for Jesus ~hrist . ~e 
know that we can only bow with Paul and say ~lhank8 be to 
Thee for this inexpressible gift" . Accept our thanks.;.. 
giving , and ~ive us the will to accept your will for our 
lives . 
Ql.;rl. tAfrlut wriu ArtT IN H.t.A'Vt.N tiA.Ll,,()wclj "'to ui,! 1~AtU. J.d'i K..l.hLr _ 
Dvii CJfu. ri'! .u.LL ~.I:. Dl.JN.I:. vL~ l:.Art ri A.::i If I:;, 1.1 t1J.:.A.j.:...~ vIv.l:. 
11:;, frtI:) DAY OJrt LA l1Y uru.Ai.l M.L t Un!..;! Vto J~ OIJrl rru:...:,PA.::).:lt.S 
A.3 w;;. run("l'Vt. l.rll.A)t. ~ao l.lL.S~ASJAl.iA.I..\j.;oJ. u.:> ANlJ l.w:JJ) US hOL 
IlLO fl!.l'l?l'ATIJb ~U! I1tw..I'v'Llt ~5 rtvrl !.VLL tUn frU.1t. 1..;) Till. 
rl.IN....Di.Ai il!W Tnt. PU....t.lt AhL lri..:. vJ..l,RY FUru:.vc..rl Ai·i.:.J. 
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A.lmighty God , "no has crellt the far reaches of the univers 
placed the stars in their p&,th: , painted the earth with 
beauty and cro..ned your creative acts by making human beings 
we bow now 1n prayer , :toping that somethine pf your love , 
something at your power, something at your goodness tdll 
touch us , lift us , and remake us . Draw us near to you, so 
that \ole mayfully acknmdedge you as Lord and Savior. Open 
our eare that we ml£ht hear you , open our .."ills that we 
might receive your will . 

We are thankful people••• thankful that , in Christ , you have 
rr.ade us children. Thankful that thru your grace we are 
recepients of all that eneiches life •• home , friends , 
loved ones , minds, beauty, joy •• yea , even pain and sorrow 
for you have reminded us that II all thines em work for good. 
wit.h those who love you, who arecalled according to your 
purpo8es". For the Chriet , and the ineX',ylicible love you 
have sho,,::-. thru him , ...e praise and laud you. 

Help us t 0 God, to be \ti,1.lling to seek lIIore fervently after 
yourki.J-6dot." to lay aside all that hinders us , to drop fro;. 
our valw..: aystem those things which have little ir.Iport", 
ana a~ply ourselves fully to receiving the kingdom and the 
fullness of your presence and love. Then perhaps we shall 
know bhefulnes5 of your peace , of your grace , or your power, 
Help us to know that no partial commitment w1l.l do , indeed 
open our minds and sririts so that we shall see our half 
ccxr.ln1tments . E:npo\oo'er us to more more fully into your kin[
doc: . 

Hear us now as we offer our cares and conserns to you i':\ 
these !Iaments of intercession. We bring to you our friends 
who are bereaved, the ones "no are gearing secret aie, 
those who must make decisions. ~he ones who are lonely ~ 
distressed, those '.00 are hungry of body and or spirit , 
and I:lUIljl more which we care about as we note them beofre 
you in a quiet moment ••• 

our father tono art in heaven hallowed be thy name l.hy .k:ing
dam come thy will be dono on earth S!I it is in heaven g1ve 
us this day our daily breed and forgive U3 our trespasses as 
we rorgive those who tresdpass against us and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us fro::: evil for thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



.Almighty God, you have called us to acknowledge gratef'ully 

all the blessings of life, but we thank you moet of' all for 

the one who bas made all blessings possible, namely yourself 

and your marvelous work in Jesus Christ our Lord. For your 

creative power and your transforming love and the freedom 

in Jesus Christ we thank you. 


Help us to lift our hearts and minds above the false show of 

things, above fear and melanCholy, above laxiness and despair, 

above selfiShness and greed, above custom and fashion. Lift us 

to the truth and beauty that you are, so that we may live joy

fully and in freedom as followers of Jesus Christ. 


o God of love, we give thaks for whatever you have given us 
to enjoy: for health and strength, or for grace to live with 
imperfect health; for the love and care of our family, for the 
joys of friendship, the healing of humor and la"Oghter, the 
lifting power of musio and all arts, and for every gift of 
renewal. We praise you for all great men and women and for 
little chi.ldxen 'Who have hlped us on our w.:n for every insight 

.into 	truth and for the learning power of hindsight; for the 
glimpses of the reality of the world around us; for the cballeDf 
of problems and stress; as well as for opportunities to help 
others and for the willingness to be aided by them. 

We thank you for the church which outwardly seems so out of it, 
and is beset with apathy, threatened with failure and misdirec

ted by false motives. :Bu.t we render our thanks for it because 
of the fa!thf'ul people in every land who labor in faith for 
a better life for all, and to open up ways in whioh your love 
can flow into human life. We thank you especially for the 
communi ty of Christian ooncern of which we are a part. We 
thank: you for the nation which we are oitizens of, for all that 
i B just and noble and true and right in our history and our 
present. And we pray tha.t...J.n theee O-aays whell- doubt and gloom 
and violence .has been done to our sy.a-tem that we each will 
rededicate ourselves to national principles and will labor 
diligently to bring oux...-na.ti-<on baek-£roDrtbe brtnk. .ADd 
we thank you for Jesus Christ, his 'Work and way emking clear 
to us your love. 

How freely we have received, 0 God, let us freely give of our

selves in your service. 


r)I...Y F t;.. ..... ""k. t!. ... \--- i L.o.. kv ..... , I;' 1\..u d B i t.... , ......l... .... 41 , it.., K,,\t;.J k.. 
e.o )O\ t.,'1i.\~IIII~ c!.oJ...e 0 "- e~...tt...~s ~ .~.,." ~ "'l-""' t' ... " 6=:~<.. w.st.{.s f:!.~ 'r ..e 
rb...l

i 
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Eternal God who ha.t caused the holy scripture. to be vritten 

tor our learning •• grant that 'ole may .0 hear thea, read, ma.t 

learn and inward. ly digest them 10 that ."e DUly be confirmed 

in penitence, lifted to hope, amde strong for service, and 

be tilled with the true knovled«e of you and of Jesua Chri.t. 

We thank you tor the Bibl. and all that it hae meant to us, 

and all that it hal meant to mankind/ And v. pray that 'ole \iha 

f 0110v your aon Je8U8 Chriet viII use the vord aright aa a 

guide to our lives, ae a light to our vaye, and aa an inatru

ment of your grace making US over in our Lord. iaage. 

We tnank you for hom. and ohildhoodJ for the bonda of friend

8h1p and the tiea of oommunity. We thank you tor unexpeoted 

and undeserved acta of kindneaar and for every sign of hope 

that your deaign for a peaceful and humane vorld shall be 

realized. We priaee you tor your greateat deed of all, wro~ 

in JesU8 Chri8t, ..mo by hi. huable ooaing, hi, gracious lite, 

hie cruel death and his glorious rellllrl'ection haa given WI tbf 

confidence that you love WI and viII love WI forever. 

o God, va pray for the brokan ohurch and pray that a Dav ad


vent of hie spirit vin Dot only heal our pe_aonal broem... 


but our oorporate division .e v.ll. ~pport our nation in 


the •• day.. Keep our covernment ofticiale teachable, brave 

and obedient to your Ipirite leading. 'l\lrn all peoplea from 

aelliehn.ea to magnanimity. 0 Lord, you prepared tha way 

for the coming of the Me••iah by aending messengers before 

hJ.m., help U8 to be your meeeengerl in this modern vorld, pre

paring it for a nev oieitation of your lpirit in our world. 

o Cod, wose aercy ia unfailing, ..,e bring to you nov tho.. 

vho are in particular need of heaU.ll&' 8Jld help, thoee ..mo are 

80 lonely that they donft knov what to do, thoae va sad that 
they oan hardly go on, those wo are euch pain that they 
are afraid ot the night, thoae wo are eo worried that aleep 
d • not Ctallle. Fa: till the ne~!!I r ellch of lOur children 
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Almi.e'htv God who has placed music at the soul 
of all that you have c reated. we draw apart for 
this time of worship and celebration. We ask for 
a ne~ sense of you r presence as we praise you with 
music . May we be alert to your moverrent an"on~, 
sensitive to the yearnin~s of those around us, and 
willing to risk our lives in you r hands. Come and 
abide with us for this time. Th r u Jesus Christ 
our Lord . Amen. 

Siel tn Prayer 
o Lord God hear our prayers, the petition s and 

the concerns we have brou ght to you in these silent 
rrements. We reco~ni ze you as the creztor of the 
rarest reachest of the universe, the Lord of the 
int icacies of nature, and yet we know you to be one 
who cares about us individually. In trust, then, 
we pray that you will heed us when we lay before you 
our deep conce r ns . 

We confess you to be the source of our life and 
we Draise and thnk you for it . Help us be aware 
that it is you who .Il;ives rreaning to life, who daily 
sustains it. and who redeems it when sin and pain 
come . Grant us a new vision of yourself so that in 
seein,e' you we lrIi~ht R'et ourselves into focus. 

We thank you for the harmony which keeps you r 
c reation workjn~ and in balance for our benefit : 
for the r ythm which enables us to plan and to trust; 
for th4 varied melodies individuals play thus brin g 
ing richness and depth to our lives. We thank you 
for the notes of pain and sufferin, that sometimes 
come to us . we kno w that they are not without mean
in~ ; we thank ~ou when disharmony invades our ex
perience. for then we know that we need to get right 
with ourselves. with others. and with you . We are 
thankful people •• help us to act thankful. 

Listen now to our intercessjons. Grant peace to 

the anxious and fretful: give vou ra ge to the faint
hearted: dire c t ion to the los t: comfort to the 
sorrowing and the be reaved. Corre to 
us when our p ide seeks to wreck, when our success 
leads us to arro~ance, when our richness causes us 
to be uncharitable, when our joy occas!ions 8S to 
steal !omeele! dlgnity. 

Draw us to Christ, so that he can enter oue lives 
and make us new creatures in him, unashamed and 
fearless in do:ing hjs bidding. 



• • 

• • 

• • 

, 

• 
• 

• 

" • 

, 
1 • • 

• 

~ . 

• 

~• 

• 
ou 

• 

~• . 
, 

~. 

~ .. ..., .w.

" 

• 



Lord , and Father , into these moments of wo!'ship we have 
come , we have come with little to commend ourselves . Yet 
we come confidently because yOl.l have invited us . So we now 
pray in the faith that vou hear and in the belief th~t vou 
c"ln and will act in our midst . May the tl:rernal hand of your 
care and love be placed upon the fleeting experiences we 
have and endow those experiences with lasting meaning ; 
and may your eternal spirit brush against the temporariness 
of our existence assuring us that we were made for an etern
ity with you . 

Help us during Lent to use these days as times of penance 
and preparation . As we remember our Lard ' 5 suffering and 
pa::sian , rna:' we enter into his life and be ma.de new b:.r 

repentance and commitment . Let Us prepare our hearts and 
spirits durinp this time so that when the resurrection 
comes , it shall co~e to us in vital and wonderful ways . 
Help us bA ready lest we miss your power to raise us to 
new life . 

Thank you, God of mercy, for your gifts . We are grateful 
ror the ~terial blessings which enrich our lives •• but 
make us wary lest our riches deceive us . For all that is 
cold ~nd meaningless without the warmth of your love and 
the love of others . But you have come to us and we thank 
your for :rour presence . For the love you have shown in 
Christ , for the power you make available in his re~urrection 
f':>r the power to love , to enj':>:' , to laugh, for the power 
to rise above the ,~orld of things and see the glow you 
have left in your pure light . Let us alwa:,'s be thankful, 
above all else , 0 God , for you . 

Lead us to be adventurers , stepping out and risking for 

your sake . May we know that we are secure in ~'our love ; 

let us risk in striving for your kin~dom . 


Lord , we commend to you those who are isolated from rich 
relationship:: . We pra~' for those who , tr ing -00 keep them
selves safe , have been condemned to private pris~ms . "'e 
pray for those who are in the agony of unrelatedness , of 
pain , of anxiety , of indecision , of guilt, of illness . 
As we meet them mal W' as your agents intrude on their pri
vate existence with your word of healing and love and corn
:-ort . OUR FA'l'HLR \oo!lO ART IN 1lEA'lEN HALLO.1lJ) BE THY NIu'IE 
THY KINJDOM COlE TIIY <JILL BE DONE 011 EARTH AS IT IS IN IlEA
i/E;~ 3IJE US T~IS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR 

'11li.SPASSES AS iiE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAlliST US AND 
LFAO US NOT INTO TEMPrATION BUT DUIV';o.R US FROM EVIL FOk

""'.Io.t. i , -.J.J..e k l ...."tk..... ...... .t ~ f'''''~V' .,,-J "ft.'/! "il...., ~Te."'LY. A~ .... 



Almighty God, in these sacred and quiet moments of 
prayer come to us and speak to us, come to us and 
challenge us, come to us and remind us that we are 
your creatures remade as your children by the power 
of your spirit, come to us and call us away from 
the sham loyalties which keep us from coming toyou, 
come to us with your mighty power and alter us, come 
with the warmness of your love and save us . 

o Lord, our Father,we are thankful to you. For the 
gift of life and the resources to live it abundant
ly, for the grace of your presence and the awareness 
of it, for theprovidence which blesses us with ma
terial plenty and thefreedom to misuse your gifts, 
for the loving ~ environment of family and firends 
and church and the joy which they bring to us, for 
the gift of the brightenss of the young among us 
and the wisdom and skill of the aged, for the abilit 
to love and the need to be loved, for the community 
of Chrsitian people who support us and for the 
Christ thru whose love we are reddeemed. For all 
that and much more we rejoice and give thanks. 

Lord God, may we learn well the lesson of being with 
you. We often feel so helpless . .. like motherless 
children; may we come to know the power which is 
ours because we are children of a loving father. 
Let us not stray from he who is the vine, the very 
source of our energy and our life. Let us turn to 
Jesus Christ and consult him as to the direction we 
ought to go, the decisions we have to make, and the 
sins which drag us down. 

We pray for the needs which are in midst as a 
church, as a nation and as a world. Look with love 
upon this world's leaders and lead them thru the 
marass of decisions they must make . Bless the of
ficials of our nation, and state, and city. Surely 
you can use them to advance your kingdom. We pray 
also for those whom we know to be in need. For our 
friends who are bereaved, for those whose success 
have made them happy, for those who are ill, for 
those who have had great joy come to them, we pray. 
And there are in our hearts and mi9ds many cares 
and concerns. Hear about them no~O God as we wait 
in silence. 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on eart h as it 
is in heaven . give us this day our daily bread, & 
fogv us r trspss as we frgv ths who trspss agnst us 
& ld us nt nf" t"mnt" ... h1lt" rllvT' 111= frm evl for thine 



Eternal God, today we have come from the routines of 
our lives , 1;0 r:pend this t.il, e 1n worship and. praise . GOd 
of all po~er , who have created the far flung glaxies , you 
cause the seasons to come and go , you rtf placed the atars 
in their orbits , yet we know you ~o be a God who cares for 
each of us . You ' ve sho~n that in Jesus Chrsit . So we stadJ 
a.r.azed, and in awe , as we praise and glorify your name . 

ne offer to you our s8cr.flce ~f gratitude and t~anksm 
ei~. Weort,en want to receive credit. . but we kno.... that. 
who we are , what we are , ~a+. we have , and what we can beco::" 
is in your hana.. , and emanates fro=: your loving heart . How 
you have blessed IlS with friends and familY i with material 
plenty and epirita~ yearntng~ j with ~eaningful activities Jf 
work and leisure j wit.h co::,ras~lo!1 are st.rength ; and with 
the need for fellowship with others and 'filth :roU e We thank 
you for Jesus C~st ••• that your love found such glorious 
fulfillment 1n for ou,'" sakes . ~ e rraise you that thru him 
we can have eternal fellowship with you. Will you guide us 
in transfonning our eratHude from '"Iere words into loving 
deeds for you and fl'r others? 

Receive from u.., our deeper commit Ot;j. · • We here offer 
to let you be Lord of our lives . We h"u offer you the rei 'ls 
of our lives in the confident ~rust that you will lead us 
to peace , to joy . to fulfillment and to that abudnance our 
Lord pror.ised . 

Listen no\; , loving Lord , to our intercession: . For t,lose 
~ho bear the heavy burdens of bereavement and sarro. , for 
those whu seek to c&r!'y alone the h~~fJcrushlng loeads of 
guilt and reeret we prh~ . For those who labor for you and 
railhfully ~rt up your n~ ~ to others we ask for strength 
for th_, . For those 'fri'ho are caueht in the dark valley of 
indecision ; or ridlne the ei~~y heights of superfici~ 
living we after our inetrec8ssior.. Whatever needs we know 
of r whatever Situation in ~;hich we want your touhn ••• '11'8 

no... ll.f~ that to ~ou .JI ';.hese l"JOements of eilent prayer 
OUR FATHER :,"dO A.'IT IN HS,IVUI HAlJDWE!J B~ T!!Y IIAHE T!!Y KI:IJOOM 
COME T!!Y lULL BE OO.l~ ON $.\RT!! AS IT IS 1:1 IiliAV.o:N GIV~ '15 
TIlIS DAY OUR DAILY B!lli.W AlID FOilGIVllUS OUR =PASS~ AS WE Fe 
FORGIVETHOSZ ~;'HO !'REPASS AGAn-5T US MID LEAD US NOT rum 
T~ATON BUT il1:LIVER us FROM 1YTL FOR TIlI~ IS THE KINJOOU 

AND Tl!JC PO"'lll AIm TIlE GJ.JlRY FORC.V£R AM;;:1 



Our Father and our God , from whom come all good 
things in us and in nature , we sensitively open our 
spirits to all that is holy , truthful t4n~ beautiful , 
a dd honest . In this arean of prayer we want to more 
intimately find you and to have you find us . 

As the world is reborn each day , grant that we may 
be born again in the world of the spirit . As the 
warmth of summer and fall leaves and the chill of 
the fall and wintertime come , allow the sunshine of 
your love and spirit to brighten and warm our spir
its . May the warm rays of the holy spirit refresh ") 
and cleanse the accumulation offear and hostility 
from our lives and allow us to be f eee as the wind . 

We give you thanks for the meaningful things of life 
for the feeling of a friends hand upon our shoulder 
in the time of need ; for the laughter of a litle 
child when we are asxious about human things ; for 
the love which keep~ breaking into our lives thru 
the though!,.~¥d generous deeds of others . All of 
this , and ~ more , we see , 0 God , as evidences of 
your spirit finding expression in our lives . And we 
are thankful. 

For the needs represented by this band of worshipers 
today , we now prayer . We ' re all fighting some kind 0: 
battle ; we are all straining under some kind of bur
dens ; some have heavy crosses , and others are carry 
ing someone elses . There are lessons in our loads 
and b lessings in our burdens . May we see them , and 
see you as we receive grace to withstand and become 
more than conquerors . Hlep us to see thru the cloud 
of self- pity , bitterness and despair . Remind us that 
we grow best in our dark times . 

o God , in whose presence every heart is inspired , 
e very conscience sharpened , every soul made sensi
tive : meet ou r needs in this hour . Answer every 
longing we have ; in our perplexities of thought give 
us guidance ; in danger of temptation grant us pro
tection ; and in our sorrows give us peace . Listen 
now to our unspoken prayers ••••• OUR FATHER WHO ART 
IN HEAVEN HALLO,iEDBE THY NAME THY KINGDOM COME THY 
WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN GIVE US THS 
DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS 
WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGSINST US AND LEAD US 
NOT INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL FOR 
THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE PO\iER AND THE GLORY 
FOREVER . AMEN . 



o Lord God , creator of the universe , maker of the 
human soul and sustainer of that which you have 
fashioned ~e come now into this season of prayer ~ 

with minds and spirits weak and cluttered from the 
cares and concerns of the life you have given . But 
we come with praise and gratitude in our hearts , 
e ven while we recognize that we are unworthy of 
your love and concern . But thank be to you for 
Jesus Christ , how he has opened the door to your 
presence and cleared the path to your throne ; how 
he has s~own us your love and has revealed to us 
your forgiveness . Humble us , take away our pride , 
and show how dependent we are on you ••. and let us 
hope for more abundance as we are l -d to more and 
more dpend on you . 

Our rather ,we are often impeded in our desire to 
serve you and other by our lack of dedication , by 
the up and down movement of our dispositions , and 
the rebuffs which we sometimes encounter . We suffer 
perhaps from the lack of courage , and often let the 
forces around us determine our action . So we need 
your help in being the kind of persons we , in our 
best moments , know you want us to be . Gaurd us 
against the devastating effects of our low moods and 
those times when our spirits are depressed . Let us 
be bouyed by the your spirit , listed by your love , 
and endowed with confidence by your active Word . 

Take our lives and use them for your glory . May we 
come to know the importance of our individual con
tributions to the your kingdom , and the healing add 
redemptive work of your way . Help us to do that 
which we can do •. leaving the fruit of our labors to 
your descretion . 

In faith , we raise into your presence those among us 
who are afflicted . Hea l them . We lift to you these 
whose courage has flagged . Empower them . We call 
your attention to anxious . Assure them . Whatever 
the needs , whatever the joys present among us todav , 
and with our firends and loved ones •. we lift them all 
to you . Now for a silent moment we offer our person
thanksgiving and intercessions .. OUR fATHER WHO ART 
IN HEAVEN HALLOWED BE THY NAME THEY KINGDOK COKE THY 
WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN GIVE US TIIH 
DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS 
WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST AND LEAD US NOT 
INTO TEKPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROK EVIL FOR THINE IS 
THE KINGOOM ANn THF pnw~o ,Ud .... TBr. ~T.nAV ~noru~o ..... r . 



Eternal Lord , who gives your Spirit to them who ask , give 
us that Spirit now as we continue in this fellowship of 
your people , this fellowship of rp.deeming love . Grant us a 
V15~on of your glory, a vision of what life can be like, 
and an appreciation for the life you have given. 

Let us , during these days of Lent, recall that our Lord 
~tea fastly set h;s face to Jerusalem to do your will. May 
we be able to have some of his deep commitment and his 
resolute will as we try to be disciples today. \ole remember 
with thanksgiving and woncer how he unswervingly followed 
the path of obedience •• even to death . We recall how he 
sought to win those who hated him, those who shouted for 
his blood . Let these days of Lent be days in which our 
spirits are renewed , and when our lives take on deeper di 
mensions of meaning and love . 

We praise you for tbe way you are available in days of 
gloom and times of distress . We thank you for the mercies 
and joys which have come to us thru family and friends; and 
for the ability to exert energy and to cre~te ; and for the 
insights to appreciate anc the joy of being appreciated . 

He pr-By that this fellowship may be one which heals the hurt 
in the spirits and minds of those present . Comfort every 
bereaved and lonely soul . GrBnt to the members of this cnrn
?any graciolls answers to their prayers , spoken or unspoken; 
and grant them fulfillment of their hopes and dreams . We 
pray especially for the members of the confirmRtion class 
as they take the important step of becoming members of your 
church . Hay their faith never falter and may they always 
be a credit to you and you kingdom . He pray for all condi
tions of men•• for the hungry and oppressedj the fearful and 
the pained; th,· happy and the blbssedj the anxious and the 
indecisive; the rich and those I .. ho are contentj those who 
lead and those who follow . Work upon the hearts and spirits 
of the empty until they find fulfillment in Jesus Christ . 

Now eracious Lord give us each something specific to do for 
you ..•hel~ing a neighbor , overcoming a tempt~tion , something 
which we can succeed in doing . Save us from too big a com
mitment lest in failing we despair . So bless our days this 
week . OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN HALWNED BE THY NAME THY 
KINGDOM COlf: THY WIlL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FffiGIVE US OUR TRES
PASSES AS ,IE F<RGlVE THOSE ..'liD THESPASS AGAINST US ft.~D LEAD 
US NOr INTO TEMPT ATION BUT IELIVER US FROM EVIL FOR THINE 
IS THE KINGD0l1 AND THE PCMER P.ND TIlli GLORY FOREVER AMEN . 



Living Lord , Risen Christ , Everlasting God we ' ve come to
day because we are needy , because are we weakened from the 
labors of the week and we are burdened by so much garbage 
which has cluttered our spirits .. which we have permitted 
to come and affect our lives . Tell us that Christ is alive 
and we need not go it alone •. that he is with us to til lour 
needs , to strengthen uS for our Journey thru life , and to free 
us from all that binds our minds , our hearts , and our spirits . 

In these moments of prayer , we open ourselves to the free 
spir it alive in our midst , hoping that it wll I touch us and 
~ke us whole . Let us not be afriad to trust , so attached to 
what we think Is Important that we cannot trust you , you who 
are eternal. Let us not be afraid to risk saying "yes" to 
your cal I • . forsaking and sacrificing , in the trust that the 
rewards of serving you are greater than we can ever imagine .. 
and more precious by far than that to which we so cling today . 
So , God , let that spirit , your holy spirit , move In our midst 
today . • claiming us , convicting us , directing us . using us . 

How often we are hindered by doubt and disillusionment . 
Help us thru those times , and yet teach us that honest doubt 
s ignals a strong faith . Look to our needs when we are crushed 
when someone betrays us , when we betray someone else , and when , 
in our lack of understanding , we think you have gone back on 
us . 

We are grateful people , but not grateful enough . . lest in 
our gratitude our energies and time , our talent and skill would 
we wholly yours. Help our ingratitude , and may our words of 
thanksgiving and our songs of praise be turned Into deeds of 
mercy and acts of goodwill . 

Listen now , gentle Lord , to our intercessions . There are 
those who are i r I , and disheartened; there are those who are 
poor , and despairing; there are those who are rich and are 
fi I led with pride; there are those who do not know which way 
to tu r n and those who have no one to turn to ; 

OUR FATHER WHO ART iN HEAVEN HALLOWED8E THY NAME THY KiNGDOM 
COME THY WiLL 8E OONE ON EARTH AS iT is iN HEAVEN GiVE US THiS 
DAY OUR DAiLY BREAD ANO FORGiVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGiVE 
THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAiNST US AND LEAD US NOT iNTO TEMPTATiON 
BUT DELiVER US FROM EViL FOR THiNE is THE KiNGDOM AND THE POwER 
AND THE GLORY FOREVER AMEN 



Eternal ~od, hear the unspoken pravers of our 
hear!s and the yearning of our spirits and be at
tent1ve to the concerns and thanks~ivinp. which we 
have just expressed to you. We know you to be a 
plorious God, powerful and loving. You have given 
us life, you sustain our li~es, and you renew them 
at the end of our pilgrimage. We praise you and 
magnify your name. 

We camp. to you this morning with thanksgivinp and 
,ratitude in our hearts. We praise you for your 
goodness and your love so wonderfully shown in Jesus 
Christ our Lord •.. in his life and teachinp, in his 
death and resurrection. We thank you for your 
~reate~t gift, and we praise you for your lesser 
gifts •• friends and family to enrich our lives, 
physical resource to sustain it, pain and stress 
to make us appreciate the joy and peace, ~ork to 
do and the skill and energy to do it, the capacity 
to love and be loved, the ability to care and the 
strength to serve . • for all of these thin2s and 
moee, accept our rratitude. 

We are thankful to you for the freedom we can have 
in Jesus Christ. And we pray that you will remove 
sham and deceit from us, and that we will trust 
others to be at least as sensitive as we are. Help 
us to grasp again what we are here for, who we are, 
and how we were fashioned by your love and spirit. 
Give us the will to strive for fulfillment, the 
fulfillment which comes in knowinp that we are your 
children • . and that we were meant for fellowship 
with you. 

We bear intercessory prayers today for the sick 
and the well, for the hunpry and the overly fed, 
for the despairing and those who rejoice, for those 
who cry and for those too calloused to cry, for 
those who feel that they have failed and for those 
who feel that they have succeeded, for the sinful 
and for those too good to sin. Answer our prayers 
for other, even if vou have to recruit us to help 
in answering. 

Now Our Father lay claim upon someone here today, 
that he may hear a clear call from you and respond 
to the challenge of deeper commitment to you and 
a life centered around Jesus Christ, in whose 
abne we prayer. Amen. 



Eternal God, together we have come into your presence to 
seek you, to inquire of you, to be directed by you, and to 
be inspired by your Spi rit . You have been t o us a guiding 
light when we sought to let you lead us, you have been a 
source of power when we relied on you, you have been to us 
hope for the coming days when we have trusted you, and you 
are a healing pwoer which can turn our divisions and con
flicts into communion . We trust that you will conti nue to be 
all of that and much more as we thank you for your blessings. 

We thank you for the journey of the past 6 yearB . They 
have brought both joy and sadness, both elation and stress, 
both growth and disease • .But sanehow we have alwsys sensed your 
presence in our midst. And as this relationship is today 
broken, we trust that in your love new ones will be forged to 
lead us fUrther into Christlikeness and along the road of 
service . We thank you that you have been so generous in deal
ing with our faults, our fai lures, and our conflicts. And we 
thank you for blessing our feeble efforts to find ways of 
actualizing our discipleship . Help us to know that the best is 
yet to be, that the path which God sets for us leads ultimately 
to fullness of fellowship with you . Thank you, Father, for 
letting us share these years of ministry . 

While we express our thanksgiving we also seek from you the 
strength to deepen our commitment to Christ. We know in our 
heart of hearts that we have yet to make tbat radical change 
of desire and motive demanded of your followers . Help us to do 
50 that our witness to this community will be positive tho 
Dot always popular; faithful tho not always fruitful; and 
done with joy tho not always with ease and peace . 

Now Lord we pray our praeyrs of intercession as we wait 
before y ou in quietness •••• 

our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name thy king
dom come thy will be done on ear th as it is in heaven give us 
this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever amen. 



Eterna.l Cod I :,'OU arc both fathF-r and Mother of the human 
family , ann creator of the f'll' flung universe . ','Ie now bring 
ourselves to you in th~ posture of prayer , with the rec ogni
tion that l'i€ can approach yo'.lT holiBe s 5 only because in your 
love you have bid us comp. . May th~ ears of our spirits be 
open t1da:.' lest ....'8 miss your ;.-oice . 'rle , in i''3.ith , expect y,::>u 
to hear us . Ma;r we know that :'ou have a right to expc:ct that 
we shall hear -'ou . 

Tod~y, a God , we,with emotion ~lad~n heart~ brin~ to you our 
pra:rer,,; of thanksgiving :- our blessing us with mothers , and 
~or tr~ delightful plan that you should purpo~e th~t each of 
be so blessed . ,. Lord , y:::m /our self saw fit , when "au visit 
ed this planet , to have a hurl1"!.n mother . So we prai!:'e YO'l 
for our mothers •. some of whom live only in fond m~ory , 
yBt with a rpkindling power for our spirits ~ec)nd only to 
your PO\o,'8!" to touch us with the Holy Spirit . MA.Y we responcl 
in love to thosE' aepirattons which ou!, moth"!r han , or have, fo~ 
U~ ••• and labor unceasingly to fulfill the ideals whichthp.y , 
a least in their bet_~r m~ments , st~nd fer . 

':It; prA.y ror all mothers tada, . ~'or they ~re set in t.h.: 1"1ir'5+ 
:J"" world whicr. has TfI'lnJ' ft:ars md man~' danfer~ . Endow them 
ui th ~peci"l instint::: , 'l.~d Io.'H.h unusual coura:ge , raY'e wi!:dom, 
unco~on strength, and unlimited love as they ar;~ur;!? the 
wonr! ....r , ',he jo:," , the difficulty, .nd ~h~ satisfaction of 
bei.ng moth~T'S ir the w)rld today. \ccnmpany many of tl1 ~ 

as tr.e:." r~ ~'< tr: union n!' faM] ly and career . 

L-·t s~'-_tilT\-'1talit~~ in our lives be replaced iiith 10'[" , let 
our ~:lo'1'!lbols 0:' '2stF!em bec·'\"!e acts of devotion , let our ,asy 
slogan~ becomp our~oserul guide~ to the abundant life . In 
all thin~s , may we hold high the b?r.ner of ~oth~r-child 
I'el'3-tionships as one of God ' s "'llost wonderf~~l creati":)ns . 

01.. 
::r",ar now our intcrc"'~sions , ~ <.lod of c·:l!rtpa~st. 1 and merc~ , 
",",Eo pray for th~ rich and J'_E. 1-!qt their d<23':.r 01 '::,
>-~'i:~l t;'ing~ will not. ~ rp J-~ei:r leve )-1' th", sp~ ritual; W' 

pray for the ill ann f'''r t~ WE'll -1. ... t they may , in ::sith , 
depend on you for health ann its improvem~nt , Wo pray ""or 
th~"~ ",ho rej!Jice and t,ho~'O' '..;1.0 are ~'ld; ano f:)T tt>CSE ·..;h!l 
have w':)n victories and for those who art strug~lin~; and 
.!"or thus< who hav" great hO~:Hs and for those wh·) r.2ve no hopt 
OJ•• FAT:":i:...."1l. joJl:O A~'tT IN HLt',VI!:N :J.liLa.-ffiD BE Tq" NA...'1E THY Y.TIJJ. 
~O.l-I COME THY ioIILL Br.~ :;.oUE ON Ek-:tTH AS IT :::5 IN H~WZ:: 'HiE 'JS 
TEIS :..~."! -::.:t :AEv 9R.__ ~:C ;\N~ FORCBi US OUR 'I~S?J\S3L;- AS 
;.:E Fc..'tGI'n, T3<)51 ir.:!O TRESPASS AGAINST US ,~.;~ 12.'\.:...- US NJT 
DTii TEMPTAT:'" '\ -);31' Dl;Li>I3R ~~ i,l'JM E'lIL FJR THIN.!.:. IS ':'ffi.. 
K:E ..iDG1 ANIi ":'HE. pa-r::,.'l 1.m: 'I'HI GLJRY >;'_1 ...... ~:_1 . l.....,.,.c...-j . 





o God, V0~ the creator, the sustainer and the hope 
of mankind, the piver of everv pood and perfect 
gift, we come to you in supplication and praYer. We 
turn '0 you, you who are holy, we who are fitted 
for holiness but marred with the profane. vie have 
come to worship and to have the light of your love 
beamed upon us so that we mipht be cleansed, renewed 
and strengthened. So we praise you and acknowledpe 
your lordship. 

Teach us, Of God to use the circumstances of life tho 
that they might brin1 forth im us the fruits of the 
spirit rather than the fruits of sin. Let us use 
disappointment as matrial for patience, success as 
an occasion for thankfulness; let us use danger as 
a summons to courage and repraoch as a reason for 
developing longsuffering; let us use praise as an 
occasion for humility and pleasures as material for 
temperance. Teach us Heavenly father that all the 
experiences and circumstances of life can be used 
to·produce character and strength if we will let you 
work in them. 

Merciful father, let us face what you send with the 
stuength which you wll provide; when we prosper, 
let us take heed that we permit your word to pro~per 
in our hearts. When you call upon us to go thru the 
darl valley of the shadow let us not persuade our
selves that there is an easy way around; and let us 
not refuse any oppoetunity of service which may offel 
itself today, nor fall prev to any tempatation which 
may lie in wait. Let not the sins of yesterdaY be 
repeated in our lives todav, nor the life of today 
set any evil examples for our lives tomorrow. 

We think especially in our prayers about. those who 
are faced with great ternpations, who are faced with 
tasks to great for their own powers, who stand in thE 
valley of decision, who are in debt or poverty, who 
suffer cons~quences of misddeds long ago repented of; 
all family circles which are broken by death, the 
missionaries and those who lift high the lamp of 
truth in lonely places, and all thos persons and 
circumstances we now remember in silent prayer. 
R Fthr who art in hvn, hllwd b thy nm, thy kdm com, 

a~~ ~~a ~ 1~~vonse~t~r~~s~ta~sw~nf~~~'t~~su~hSSt~~sr 
agnst us, & lead us not n2 tmpt bt dlvr us frm evl. 
4 thn is th kgdm &th pwr $ th glory frvr amen 





J 



Lord God , even now rou are lo~kins upon us with understand
ing and compassion, more eaf:!er to bless our lives than \<.'e are 
to seek your blessings . We turn to you in pra:~rer tha t a way 
may be opened into your grace thru which we ma:r receive your 
love 

io,Te come together in ghrl remembrance of tiJnes f)ast when 
you have dealt with us accr~ding to your laving kindness . 

/ !:specially we thank you for new life you have given some in 
~hrist ; for the light that has come to the lives of some 
thrIJ the opening of the scriptures; for the glory that has 
been opened t? so~ives thru commitment and service . We 
thank you for the ways tiult lives have been strengthened by 
the glad experiences of yesterday and for the hQP~~or~ 
morro",_ becauee of your love @nd concern . ,t1le thank ;tau for 

_-·e:ar~nE -pnYsICal ai'1ments anospiritual. -brokenness . ~ 
\ 0 God , we realize that not all in this fellowship have 

bpen renewed by the power of the risen Christ . Some do not 
know his prpsencc . For them we pray, and ask you to work 
with them. 

E ,In this Easter day we offer ourselve!> to the work of Je 
su~ Christ with willine:ness . ~we-i-nclluca to exces~ 
fp-i:voHty , ma:"'-W"e- k.flO.W-tmrt-1i:f.e-includes sw:iouam:.s and 
rever~ce; if we are heedless , fir~ our imagin~tions with 
devotion and concern; if we have become calloused , smooth 
the rough pdges with the touch of your compassion; if we 
have become STTIall , grant. us a vision of brotherhood ; if we 
have become selfish , shnw us that richne~s comes thru shar

I ing and givingj if we have bec~me hopeless , ch~rge us with
I 	 a confident fa! th o \-illen we are unsympp.thetic grant us a sym

pathy which rejoices with them who rejoice and w~eps with 
those who weep . If you are are now leading us thru gloo and 
myst~ry- may we find that e",'pn th"! claUdE' drop manna and the 
sunlight bursts tl'.ru on new days . If you are leading us 
thru green pastures , may we recognize the pre~ence o~ the 
good Yhephe:rd . 7

\ Come now , Lord , and resurrect your-elf in our spirits and I 
lives so that we can with assurance know that :(OU are pre- 

I 	 ~pnt to guide anc strengthen us for all thEt we do in your 

Mme . ":ome now , and shake the l.::thar;' fr::lm our hearts~ th'?j 

dullness from our mind~ , and the vagueness from ~ur spirits
I Come now , with your living presence and cha04e our live~ J . 

and never permit us to be the same again . Come n::lw , and 

shatter our masks , take awa:' our pride, and 11ft us into a


\ ~ew relationship with you . ~-
--<---OliR FATHE,?. ;'lHO ART IN HEAVEN HAI.l,(l.ojLD 3E THY NA£-~ THY 

KINGDOM COML THY WIll BE DONi!. ON EARTH AS IT IS IN ~AVEN 
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND i'ORGI':E US XR TRES 
PASSES AS '.-IE FORaI"lE, THC6E: 'AHO TRES?ASS AGAINST US A:m LEAD 
IS NOT 001 TEMPl'ATION BlJI' DELI'JE..O{ US FROM i:.VIL :OR THINE 
IS.:mE' KIN.1DOM oCt" rH:.... fOWER AND GLORY FCRE'IJ 3. A..'ID.: 



Almight~ God. hear now our prayers where we lirt 
into yoar presence our .1oTS and our concerns, our vj 
victories and dereats. You are a lOTing God and 
we in faith believe that you care for U8. And. you 
are one who .1udge8, .one who has created the vllet 
expanses at a limitless universe, a God whose beaut, 
and glor~ ia retlected dimly thru the mirrors ot 
nature and the huallD soul. So we worship you, giTin 
you bonor and comitment. 

$ebd. your spirit upon us, making us aore tban we are 
Send Tour epirit to the church belpin~ her to re
capture the vitality and strength which is a char
acteristic ot tbeprlmitive church, according to 
yo r word. tet U8 not think our discipleship i8 
complete when we praise and glorify you and when we 
lind that peace which passes understanding and. that 
joy which changes our lives. Rather help us to 
extend our dsiciplsblp into servanthood. •• into doin 
and atriving where decisions are made and power 
1s exerciaed. Teach us tbat a Christian who 18 
too heavenly conscious ie ot no earthy good. then 
give us pover and courage to do that which you lead 
us to d.o. 

Hear now of our thanksgiving. For life and friend, 
for home and daily provision, for debts to pay and 
debts to collect, for sins to be tor~lven and. 
for wrongs for us to forgive others for, all that 
we otfer our heart felt gratitude. And for the Joy! 
which enrich life and for the trials which enable 
it to ~row: for the peace which makes us whole 
and the the anxiety that keeps us alert: for some
one to love and for those who love us; for a saviour 
who died and tor a life to live for him, acept our 
thanksgi.,.lng. 

Now. Lord, God, place your hand upon each person 
here. For some it will be a hnad of .1udgement, 
for others a hand of forgiveness, tor aome a hand 
of commendation and tor others a hand which calls 
lor commitment. Whatever you~ are aaying to us 
individually, grant us the courage to respond. 
blAt.. ~EI(.., lMJ.~ evl;. hl!~1o'I!It ~1I.--.1 ba-:-IJ.fI n~.....e.. 71." .ti~ 
~ 7J..'( WIll be af.n..v ~" e~v~ ...~ 11;.$ 1#0 A'e~ve~. t;;~e4,f~/S 
t:il!", ~ .. ..,. J~,/'1 Irreul ~ 7b~fI';t' (,1:' c'-v ~t!!sr~~Qf!>'" Oos. ...~/
-fo"'1 111 t!. Tf...oC'E wJ... ~~ss O~~".~ "",s., ~J...,f /~..d 40r _ kI~"I.17'e 
~...,.7."'h~~ P •.:-I ~gJV'ev..r r-.,d.... ~Vl':f;""': ..... -rJ...1-..Q ,..s ,.~
K'k."jrle...... ;-n..,.. "PdW.......... '7l.tl Ci"oy evey. 7'f~ ..... . 
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Lord of our Fathers , Master of the present , and God of the 
unseen days ahead , we unite ~ this fellowship of worship 
and find a common bond in our affection for Jesus Christ 

and in his calling to us . We praise you for you are a mighty 
God , high above us yet deep within US; far removed from us 
yet nearer than breathing and closer than hands and feet . We 
praise you because you have seen fit to place a bit of your 
own nature within us thus allowing us to call you tlFather" , 
and to be your children thru the inheritance made possible 
by Jesus Christ . How thankful we are . 

Let there be in us some of our Lord ' s strength , and some of 
his courage . He wavered not when he faced t ee hostility of 
enemies yet we waver and fold in the face of small inconven
iences . He did not compromise his convictions when they 
threatened to slay him , yet we rush to change our colors at 
the least sign of losing popularity . He did not lose his 
cool when they questioned him and flogged him, yet we lose 
control over small or thought to be offenses . Give us his 
courage , grant us his strength that we might be worthy 
disciples . 

Loving Father, we are needy people , and we ar~~ware of much 
which we feel needs the touch of your love . SOA~e pray our 
intercessions we are also pra~~g for ourselve~ . There are 
those who are ill and hurt , bring healing to them; there are 
those whose faith is faltering because you seem inactive , 
reassure them; there are those who too easily make decisions 
and those who cannot make choices , guide them; there are 
those who are hungry of body and starving in spirit , grant 
both spiritual and phy~ical food ; there are those who do not 
know Jesus Christ and there are those who know him too well , 
be with them ; there are those who need to be loved and those 
who need to love , help them to discover your love ; there are 
those who have hopes and dreams and those who have none of 
either , fulfill their desires and take away their despair . 
Whatever our needs , whatever the needs of others, minister 
to them , 0 Lord . And if it is your will , let us be instru
ments of fulfi11ing our own intercessions 

Speak to us Lord ••• in ways which are unmistaknble; and give 
us the courage to respond . 

OUR FATHER •.HO ART IN HMV;;N HALLO'....ED ilE THY 11_ THY KING
DOM COME THY WILL DE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN GIVE 
US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD ~~ FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES 
AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US AND LEAD US Nar 
INTO TEMPTATION BlIT D~LIVER US FROM EVIL FOR THINE IS THE 

KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER AMEN 



Heavenly father , who has heard in all times the erIe 
of your people when they pray and call untoyou, be 
attentive to us on this holy day when our thoughts 
are concentrated, as much as we will allow ourselves 
to concentrate , on you . Help us, as we worship to, 
we our Lord Jess Christ, Help us to see him as 
saviour, help us to see him as friend, help us to 
wee him as a man in full humanity, Help us to see 
him as companion, Help us to see him in ways we 
nevr dreamed of. 

May we grow into Christ-likeness during these days 
of Lent and forbid that we whould try to make Jesus 
over into a pattern of our own choosing . Relieves/cf 
us fo the responsibility of deciding who are his 
disciples and w~oare superior in faith to others . 
Free us from the burdens of working for success . 
Rather assist us in being only f a ithful. 

o God there is much that we lack as human beings & 
as Christians . That is part of the reason we have 
come this morning . We need new hearts and inspira
tion; we new guidance and forgiveness . We need you 
and we need each other . Father God, take us as we 
are, and make us -from this sorry raw material 
into being fit both for the kingdom and this presen1 
world . Help us to love this world so much that it 
will cause us to put our faith to work . 

o God, hear now our t hanksgiving . Often we list 
our blessings and express our graitutde. We know 
not how else to thank you except by showing forth 
praise by our lives . Help us to be led to do that 
as we remember our families and friends, our church 
and ipportunities for service , our good minds· and 
our healthy bodies, our material wealth and the 
possibility of spiritual richnesses, and especially 
the work of Jesus Christ for our seakes .. . ~ 

We now now father God in silent med'fation and praye: 
in the trust that you will be attenMive to us .. . 

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN HALLOWED BE THY NAME, 
THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT 
IS IN HEAVEN . GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD, AND 
FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO 
TRESPASS AGAINST US . AND LgAD US NOT INTO TEMPTA 
TION B~T DELIVER US FROM EVIL . FOR THINE IS THE 
KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVR . AMEN . 



Lord God, we again I!'eek to relate to you in prayer. We de
sire to cOJllllQD1oate vi th you in these moments •• to have 
10U Say' something to us as well as to say something to you. 
Ba.t, we ask for you patience and 'IDlderstandlng, for we are 
more accustomed to talking than we are to listening. And 
you'll have to give us patienoe and understanding beoause 
we are often insensitive toyour voice. 

We know, or ought to know, about your gream888 and majesty 
and your power. We have sen your greatness in the granduer 
of oreation, in the beauty &rOtmd us, and in the intricate 
dependance which oila thw tmivrse, and we have been awed 
by it. We have seen your majesty in the fax ntmg star. 
and heard 1 t in the mighty roar of the seaB and have been 
bumbled.. We have felt your power in the core of our lives 
and have observed it change the direction in which a II8l1 

1raveled and have been thankful. So we praise you and try to 
aacribe the honor and glory which is bentting or you. And 
when we do that, then we worship. 

When we consider your love for us, then we rejoice and cele
brate. Your goodness is fanatastic, your blessing of us 
neme to be without lim1t, and your concern for us apparent

ly has no bounds. We are, or ought to be grateful. You have 
given us the senses to enjoy lIfe, the energy to help IIOld It 
so that it fulfills your purposes, the power to overcome 
the adversities which mar it, and the matter and spirit to 
tou.eh life at its center. And you, in Jegue Christ, have 
given ,1- us a glimpse of close fellowship with you. so we 
are thMkful. 

Help us, our Father, to care for others as you in Chriet 
have shown us that you care for others. 'lhe least ..,e can 
do, since we are afraid to ~iak more, i* to pray for them. 
'!hat we do in these moments •• remembering others and litt 
hg their needs into you presence. There are the ill who 
wonder if tomorrow will come for them, the disorganized whee ' 
hestiate to face the diaarray of the days ahead, the a1nf'ul 
who look forward to another day of guilt, the choeen leaders 
of mankind who face problems too great for their unadied 
visdom and strength. And BS we pray for others we realize 
that we pray for ourselves also. Grant us the willingness 
to help in answering our O'WIl prayers. 

Let us offer to you in these moments that portion of our
EBlves we can otfer you •• dedicating ourselves .tD a closer 
compaaionship with Jesus Christ and a greater Bervioe :e 
others. c.",.. ft.k.~p ...... 1~ , ... .w~ ...: ... k.JI._~./'" n., ......... ,,,,., Ie. 
(0.,,_, .11, "'" ",...J, ... <I co .... ~z ~"., ,.. 4-. ...<.... e-.... !o ~-"
..1\:: f(. 

"'""y~a..1 b_.Ja ... ,,*1. .. ... " 

.... ~ r...,_ .~.I ~ 11.. ... 11 .. c 11-~ X''''S _ .. n- ~.,'" r
t:.......... ....
~ 



Lord God , from lo:hose power and wh:dom we have receivP (; li.fe; 
and from lIhose love we !'lave been offered the nel"..DS of its r€ 
de~.ption , !'l.p.;r us now ~s WE: pray . As we worshio togEther , lEt 
U~ see how we can b€tt~r live when we follow your guidance and 
grow under lour nurture . As we worship , let gratitude fill our 
hearf,fi as we count our blessing!:' and re1errIDer your mercies . 

We are needy peopl~ . We do not need more mnt~ri~l things , but 
more thirlr;a of thl'! ~r)irit . ',Ie do not need mar'''' truth , we onl~r 
need to he~c t.he truth WE' :lIre 'w know . ,jOe do not need more 
things , but we io need t'J Jo ;1.:)re - thE irn?orknt and valuable 
things . V:e do not need "':)1'F! success , but we need ';,0 succeed 
more in s'rvinr you . 

J~ :1eecls have b£en :!lagnii'ied because we havp ~o often igno:·ed 
your pre~enCE . ',1e r.ave opened Ott!' hearts to pasEing voice::: a.nd 
cb~ed them to yourE'. -":c ha;re give~ our hearts to oUTsel...",::; 
and ~,ithield them fron othE:r~ 'lnti fron :rou . ;.;'~ have sought 
str;;m~(' remedief= for our brokenness '!.ne have refused your touch: 
the t:)Uch t.hat co':lj "'lake us IoIhole . 

Brc'3the up'Jn us toda", our i<>th~r , 'i fresh 'lppr~ci'-"tion of 
truth \tIhich will blow t,~.- ~tp,leness _·l"'0:rTi our Eoul<" . :<indle in 
us a flame of love thpd;, will consUTII.!:' :.ne emotions which cre-Le 
discord in our livt:!'l and fcl10i~:"hip . Ignite in our hearts a 
faith which will ?in.z thru th" odnrlow~ of' :)u= lives to dispel 
d"r'kres:':'l ~nd .-l::mbt . 

As we sh"lre tr.is hour together , make us conscious a:' tRf'ks 
th.:~t nel~d workmen, of lives th3.t need help , of issueE that neod 
VOiCI!F J and of bu:-dens th'3.t ne<3c lifting . Eake u~ Bware of 
woundS Jhich neAc binding, of sorrows which need solacing , and 
'J.f the .frail who need strl"ngthenin( . j':llke us consious a!' the 
strife that needs to be ,,;.ndone by pe,J;l.cemaking.: of hatreds that 
need melting by 10'te , and at' d"!spair th.:>t ne'd:: to oe wiped 
awa;l by hopE . ft'ill you , in your 10vF and power , look +'0 "-he 
needs of other:: . L·:t Uf be 'lgents of 'IOur healing work , if ','ou 
beli,:~ve in us enouf-h to flll'thl:'r pntru + your work .0 us . 

When this o?portunit:" t'OT worship llnd renewal; celebrlltion all( 

encounter i: enced , na:r our livPf' bl touchpj ,.1t:-: ~e50ur' P,,! ~o 

meet the week ahe~d . 

our father "..ho art in he;l.ven hallowed be ;;.hy nm: ~ thy kingdom 
come thy will be don~ on earth as it is in h~~a·:r·,n e:iVf U!; this 
day our d<lily Oreac 'lnd fropive us our trespas::e::: as WE' <forgive 
those ~'Iho tr8"pase again~'t us a.'ld lead us not into temptation 
but del iver u"! -i'rorrl I:,vil ~o:r thine is tht kin dom and the power 

and the glory forever . amen . 



~ 

Ltr;rn~tl !.J' , in thase JTlOr.l··m,~, o· cornman pr8.':t r , wt? Ii L 
'y)U the dLJ? yearning~ of our he"!.rts and spirits . Fro.;) e 

1om:!r rec<-·~ses of O~ ~ouls we en11 forth tt.· ':>gni ... 1 'I, 

:r.Jur Lorrj~hip and your holin(-'ss . •~e ackno..:lt;,d(t: oJ..r O•• t. ...I-, 

unwillingnr-:ss to humble 0 urselvr:>s oe[oI't,; 'our flvry ar,! 10 

;Ve MVl' need of h'?a1int J we h;Hf(. nc"d 0-'"- ;'.'1,0)('0,:"::; , A <.l ,j' 

affirm th.-,t, :'OU c~n h~al us <l.od m;:1\o':r, u, "'nol .. . Y ,U C'-'f" 
hl1Vf~ shat:"<:'I'ed tt.(;; walls ~lhil.!ll sep"r- I.e us fr()fI\ 'IOU • • It.; 1.1 

us to use this sacrament of :vour ,'r.".ctc to m.! th' •. ,
may finu rf.;st in you , p~.'lce Cor it' ~ pirit,: J c'.}Ur3ge r J 

living , vil..a11t.,..- ror our lives , alld fLlfi111'l(:nL. (o r 0.. [' 
dreams . 

As .. e participat.e in this famtli:'l.[' act: :);' r'l 'anc€ n 
worship nay there come to us an ~nf?.mi)iar vi i I. toiori 
.:;pi rit in our livE'S . As "'e u~e the~e COlli: .0 ~ '1~ II I 

come to u~ an unconunon ex?erience ':>f rene\r~l 1.M stre. ,tLII . 

o Lord , we are lhankful people . 'rJe know 1!lJt. IU1' gra( (; ~,. 
fTlore than sufficient. for OUl" needs; ~J~ kno\o.: t.1'· i t i ..l

ficient. for ',o/hat we w:luld need if ~~f- full:, se:,,\" you • .1)i00i 
you c,:>'lld love us enough 'La senn JF Sl1~ (;bI'i~ to ~VI'-?er 

anu overcomes us , Jr it oughl. to , thourh our: .~r-.ilin.t'l 
wit.h t..h( r,os.:'€1 h~s dll11(·d us to il.5 glor· . ~h'llk 0'; .1' 

Chrh't ... a nd as i00i(' rememDer bim in Lhi [lOur m:.v Io,'e d~ 
in w:!'y!" wnieh ~lorif:v him anJ givf' to him t.11~ i~.nity :,.! 

honor which hE- deserves . 

Af' i00i(' conunune togpther , nay we be llw:{r'O' of th'~ .'')rId ·!l 

oth·,r!; .. .. Hf'lp uc:- Lo see the -Orf:~~ , .h~ lost.nt CC"' , an.' 1 
U.'· u.. earinr: ",b/ut the JTIF-mbPr:: of thf' hum',r' f;t',i1y who 
in need . For t.hem wt,' pray . And It;, pra.\' rOt' 011 !nos, W;,O 
laoor for :rour wil) and "Jay , who work 1'0!' the bf~t.t.ermen·. ~ 

mankind , "lnu who f'x.f'rt. ener{"y in th, OCt.'-TIt: of Christ. b:r wil

~lPssinf to his savinI' love and ~~race . 

HI· ~s us wit.h .your prt:::::,cncE: .•. pl.'lc. your h;H\:' upon Uf 'I. " 

sil,~nt.ly lift our cares t.o you 

our faLher who ar~ in he/:l:ven hallowt!d be thy WlJr. thy Un,'
don come thy will 0(: dorw on Nirt.1i as i i. is in 1"" ~wen ri V' 

u::, t.hi~ day our daily' bread ::lnd for{i'.'1;- us our L.rpspc"" ~ 
as wt:-· foreiv lh05C who trt's!lCl!,,~ :J~ain~t u~ '1nc :'~ad :J~ r•• 

into tunptation l.ut deliv~:r us t'r:..m I-;vil !;)f' (hin", i thf' 
kin.:oom and t.he power and t.hl':' glorlf 1'orev"r ampn 
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Eternal God, ~;e have come to you touay to "iorship , to pray t 
to be forgiven ami to hear- your voice anti \ioru . Do not 
send us aMay empty . ~Je hc.ve come today because \/0 need 
the renewal of mind and spirit \Ihich comes .from you. 00 
not let us depart tnthout being touvhed by your grace and 
mercy. We have come to you today with empty hearts , lives 
\>Ihich sometimes are barren. Do let let us go our way 
unfilled. 

a God, thanl< you for your gift of yourself to us in Jesus 
Chrizt . \'Ie hi;lve tken that. gift lightly at times , and have 
tried t.o make him like us . LE:t. us hear once acain his call 
to service and to sacrifice , to love and to slf- giviOci . 
May we o.lso taste once acain his power for each of ow' 
lives , makinr, us strol1t, and resourceful and victors in bhe 
living of these days . Loru, we thank you for all your 
other gifts ••• the material abunance which enriches our 
days , the friends and family to make love a livil1(, rea.1ity, 
the opportunties which cll us out of ourselves , the relu
tionships and happenings v;hich bring joy anu elation , and 
the memory \-/hich eives us an appreciation for our heritaee 
and our departed loved onES . Lord , accept our \·IOrdS of 
praise and thanksC;ivirlv , and may our Eratitude sho\-l forth 
in vital living each day and each hour . 

Equip us for our life of ministry in the carnine \>Jeek . 
Surely \ie shall meet some:one who is discoura[;ed , &ive uz 
the tr:ords lie should speak j perhaps we shall encounter some
one \jho has needs of the body , make us ready to respond i 
and ~:e will certainly meet someone uho does not knml of 
your savill.(. love , eive uo that love that \-Ie can pass it on. 
Help us to be l1~lare of our church and its needs . \~e ask 
that each of us respOnd to whatever call you place upon us 
to serve thru this church . Hake of us vibrant , enthusiastic 
joyful , helpful , and loving representatives of our Lord . 

Now we intercede to you on behalf of your children and the 
l.Jorld \:hich you loved cnoULh to die for . Your people are 
di.ccouraged , they are un.-a.OU8 , they are hurting, they are 
sick, they are bereaved , and they face problems peculiar 
to them invidiuuolly . hinist.er thr'u your spirit , £lnd thru 
us if it be your \'Iill . Hear nOlI our individual interces
sion as \'ie w.:ri. t in a moment of silence . 
OUR FATH& t~HO ART II! HcAV~J llALl.Dt-iED BE 'fHY ~IAf~ THY h.'":r;;Q
oollE COlli: THY WILL BE 00:10 0:1 ;,:tillTH AS IT IS IN Ib\V,,1 GIV~ 
USTlIIS DAY OUR DAILY BR~.!J AlID FOflGIV~ US OUR TRESPASS!:S AS 
HE FORGIVi 'TI-{OSto; I·mo 'llL.;P/\'sS ADiLlrI!:l'r' US MID LE.'W US HOT I:~ 
'ro TL1!PTATION BUT utLlV..:Jt LJS FROB !.NIL FOR THnJ~ IS THe; 
K.IIIGOO.'4 ArID Tllio.: PO::.GI.t .tI.iJu TIL!, GlDiiY FOlTh"Vill ANell . 
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Lord God , eternal Father , who became a p~rson in history in 
Jesus and who is our cont~mporary thru the Spirit ' s continu
ing pre~ence ! we are here today to express out adorati~n and 
praise to you . But we find it a little hard to praise since 
it is ~omewhat foreign to us to do so , even to th~se who 
have offered us friendship and help . Tepch us to appreciate 
you and show us how we can glorify you . Let us realize our 
positions as your creatures , wholly dependent upon YO'l for 
life and all of its pos~ibilities , and to offer ourselves 
as your servants . Show us how to praise and thank ~,rou . 

But , 0 ;od , we are her~ today because we have pressing 
needs .• some of which we recognize . 'tIe h<'lve already acknow
ledged our si n and our need to accept :·our forgiveness . ....'e 
~tand in need of guidance and direction . :';e have depended 
too much on ~ur own wisdom and when we are honest we have 
to adnit th3t often as not we have been disillUsioned and 
frustrated . We have need for renewal in our live~ . Our loy
alties have waned , ~ur energies have been sapped , and mean
ing hes been squeezed from our lives . Give us the touch of 
your guiding hand and g~ant us the ren~wing power which 

comes thru Jesus Christ . 

We pray for a new a~preciation of Christ . Even tho he seemed 
to be a 10ser 1 may we be enabled to see that his way of 
sacrifice , of self- giving , of ser.,-ice , and of dedication, is 
the way you work best and the way you expect your people to 
follO'..: . Forgive our inability to be servants , unable to 
bear the pain which aometimes comes from standing firm for 
you . Let us not forget that the loaer on Good Frida? be
came the eternal 'ric tor on Easter . Let him reign in our 
hearts and lives toda:{ and tomorrow . 

Now we intercede for the world and for others . We pray for 
a recognition of ;·our Lordship by all people, and the awar~
ness of your power to act and minist~r to all human needs . 
All th~ ~ay from those who sorrow to those who ~eek t~ live 
tiith their sin , will you offer :,"our ,"oodness and ;"our touch 
to all who st~nd in need . 

Qua FATilliR 'vliO A.ilT IN llliAVFN !iAlJ..Ot/ED BE THY NA}E THY KINC 
DOl! Cot'IE TnY WILL 3E DONE ON aRTH AS IT IS III HEAVEN GIV' 
us THIS DAY OUl rAILY BRZA:l A.l'D FORGIVE J::: o;m TRESPASSES 
AS WE FD:iGHE THCE" WHO TRESPASS AGAmST US AND IE AD US NOT 
INTO E!P.!'ATION BUT DELIVER JS FROM :'IIL FOR THn~E IS THi. 
Kll!GDOM p;m 'me PO,·i:::3. A!'l D THE. GLORY !:"OREVER A.'IEN 



Almighty God , you have created and given vitality to life 
and order and beauty to what you have created , we now try to 
place our spirits and heart~ in a position to appreciate your 

power and touch . Considerin~ as we do , from time to time , your 
gr~atness and glory we can only be glad and rejoice , we can 
only celeb rAte and .wrship . For truly ~rou are a great Lord , 0\ 
overflowing with goodness and mercy, to care and tohe con
cerned about we who are unworthy . 

In the n3Ille of Jesus Christ, we pra:r that ':our will will be 
done in our w~rld , and especially with us who name ourselves 
after the Christian and call oursel'Jes Christian . \-le pray 
for harmony amongmen and nations •. whether they be rich or 
poor , black or white . We ask for patience to exercise love in 
our relationships , the love with which God has first loved 
us; we ask for strength to bear our witness as your people 
in whatever circumstance we find ourselves; we ask for courage 
in the face of rebuff . ':irant us kindness when others offend 
us , a lovinp spirit when others betray pt~~fi us; and a will 
ingne."s to be open to your spirit as it moves among us . 

Save us , Lord God , from being an echo of the world around us , 
for it was not without pain th?.t ,\"OU have called Us to a life 
of diEcipleship . Guide us into deeper co~itment and help us 
to accept the full cost and joy of its meaning . 

We lift our voices and hearts to you in thanksgiving . You 
have blessed us with life and all that sustains life; you have 
given us many Rifts and talents; you have surrounded us with 
persons who care; you have placed dreams and aspirations in 
our brelists; you have given us the capacit;" to apprech.te the 
beautiful; and you have given us the Christ •• the means of our 
salvatiDn and the examole yo~ call us to . Thank you, 0 Lord . 

Look now , mer~iful lather , to those who are ill , or perplexed , 
or anxious, or fearful , or lonely, or those ~hose burdens 
seem to h~avy . Give us some simple task to do , like visitin1. 
the lonely, comfort in;: the worrowful , or calmin! the anxious . 

our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name thy kingdom 
come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven give us this 
day our daily bread and forgiveus our trespasses as we forgive 
those who tresp~S5 against us and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever amen 
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Lord God, hear us as we pray. We want to praise you, to give 
you due honor . But the impulse to acknowledge you as Lord is 
waek and our willingness to accept our place as your crea
tions is clouded by our pride . Still, tho, we know that you 
are holy and all- powerful ••• so we open ourselves to receiving 
your grace even when we strive ungracefully to go alone; 
and to becoming free by submitting to you. Praise bl! to ~'ou, 
o God , you are holy , all-wise , and all- loving . 

We thank you for all that enriches life and gives it meaning 
For the generous allotment of days and experiences to make 
life worthwhile , for the overflowing supply of friends and 
for the good sense to keep them, for the skill and energy to 
earn a living and ror the presence of purpose which adds 
meaning to life , for your love and saving power in Jesus 
Christ and the humility to accept them" , we thank you, 0 God . 
For the uncharted hours ahead and for the hope which , in 
Ch~ist , can fill our breasts , for the unwritten diary of the 
~ast and its influence , for the thrill and duty of the pre
sent and its calling to strive , to love , to sacrifice •• we giVf 
you thanks . Teach us to appreciate the good in life , show us 
how to use the distasteful for our maturing . In all things 
may we be undergirded by the joy wh ch comes from faith in 
our Lord and trust in his love . 

SAVE us from disappating our energies in fighting the wrong 
battles . Give us the wisdom to know what is worth our effort , 
worthy of our time , and worth our attention . Once you have 
shown us what is vital, what is real , give us the courage to 
offer all that we have . Let our plan be love , our w'oapons 
compassion and forgiveness , and our victory reconciliation . 
Set us about ppr tasks and callings which promise to make a 
difference in the lives and attitudes of people . 

Be sensitive to our prayers of intercession . You know what is 
in our hearts , who are the objects of our concern, and those 
situations in which we yearn for guidance and action . Out of 
your love and mercy, deal with those who are stressed , give 
coura~e to those who lead and to those who falter , and grant 
your healing presence where illness and perplexity rule . 
OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN HALLCIDJ) JE THY NAME THEY KING
DOM COME THY 1l LL BE DONE ON BARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN GIVE US 
THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AB WE 
FORGIVi> THOSE WHO TRESPABS AGAINST US AND lEAD US NOT INTO 
TEMPTATION aUT Dl'LIVE:R US FROM EVIL FOR TRINE IS THE KINi.iIlOM 
AND THE POWER AND 1m: GLORY FO.~cEVE.~ AMEN , 



Eternal father , loving Lord, we pray to you in these moments . 
Tho we have other gods , we turn to you to express the deep 
yearnings of our hearts , and to hear your voice of salvation . 
We want to rid ourselves of other gods , 80 that we can be 
free to give y~u the praise and honor which we owe you . With 
our voices , and so rar as we are able , we glor ify your name 
and ac~nowledge lOU to be the Lord . Your love is greater 
than we c n '<now . How grateful we are . 

Lord God thank you for eyes to fea~t on the beaut:· around 
us , or to feast on a meEsage of love from other eyes ; for 
ears to hear great music , and the ~ubline strains of your 
word; for hands to work or to hold the hand of a child; for 
mouths to taste fre~h bread or the eweetne~s of a kiss ; For 
feet to walk ~nd to dance; for minds and spirits made in 
your image, capRble of re::ponse to love . Thank you for beinr 
our God , and for makin~ life worth living . 

C God we pray for the silent majority, people who dare trust 
noone and for people ~ho have no one to trust . for old people 
whose loved ones and friends are gone ; for the sick whom no 
one vis1sts an,''more . For thf" prisoners whom everyone prefers 
to forget; !or thp- grief stricten, marrooned aft~r the fun
eral . And for people like us , well off in appearance~ , but 
too fearf'.ll to risk any confiding and to extend ourselves 
in love to our broth(·rs . 

Help us to help others break forth into new life of trust 
and eh~ring . Help us , 0 Father , to show forth reallne~s and 
trugt that others will be attl'acted to us and know that we 
are geneuine . Help us to be the kind of persons , patterned 
after our Lord , that we can be effective ministers of your 
wa,"" and your word . 

!.~ it be your will , will .,OU caUl!!e someone here today to 
hear a personal word from you , to have the courar.e to re~pond 
and eay : nHere 811\ _ , Lord , , use men . ".'0 that end clear the 
cobwebs from our spirits for we have ceased to believe that 
you will come to us pt~rsonall: • 

Our prayer i~ uttered in the name of him whose ears were ee
pecially tuned to the cry of the lonely, and who , in pity, 
went to untold len~ths to rettore those wh~ had unlearned t) 
trust . . ..OUR FATJlEJI "ioIlG ART IN HEAVEN HAlJ.<lIED dE THY NAME 
TnY KINGOOM COllE THY '.111 BE OONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEA'llli 
GriE US THIS DAY tXr:l LAILY BREAl) AND FOlOI ;. US OUR rRES· 
PASS)'S AS 'NE FORGIV!; THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US ANI: lEA:: 
US NOT INTO T~~ATION BUT DELI1~ US FROM hVIL FOR THI~L IS 

THE KINGDC'Jo!. AND THE POW;::"~ AND THt. GLJRY F.J:u.;·; A.MiN . 
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Eter~l God , whose creative power has placed every created 
thing in your debt; and whose mighty hand holds sway over the 
galaxies and the planets , the nations and the people , we are 
awed and hushed as we approach you in worship. The thought that 
you care for ~s is more than ~e understand , yet you have told 
us of your love and cancer~ . So , without merit of our own, W~ 
seek fellowship with 'rou in this hour of praise . 

Enable us to thank ··ou . Place in our thoughts and our minds 
the greatness of the blessings which are ours ••. For the 
bounties of the good earth that enaole us to live day b:· da; , 
for those sensory powers which bring us the joy 'Jf knowing, 
feeling and loving, for the ideals and dreams which lift u~ J 
and for the Christ who has redeemed us • . for all of that 
and more . 

Enable us to seek constantly the assurance of your presence 
with each of us individually . Let us be concerned about our 
relationship to Jesus Christ and permit bhe wind of his spirit 
to blow upon us . Cause us to , with hon~sty , ex amine our
selves in the li?ht of the purity and the wholeness of Christ . 

In thse days of need , enable us to be ministers of the gospel . 
Whereever we look, 0 God , there is need •.• your children are 
hungr:t , race rises up against race J people are crushed by 
impers~nal structures and forces . And the voice of faith of
ten seems faint , and the balm of healing love is often lRck
ing . Put us to work so that we will surely know that you are 
working in our world . 

Enable us to intercede on behalf of the down tradeen and the 
hungry, the ill and the defeated , the struggling and the 
tempted , the bereavd and the lonely . Dedicate us to the ends 
for which we pray and may our energies becomes aids in an
swering the petitions which our lips voice and our hearts 
compel!. 

our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name thy kingdom 
come thy will be done ~n earth as it is in heaven give us 
this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those ~10 trespass again~t us and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil , for thine is the kingdom! 
and the power and the glory forever amen . 
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Eternal Spirit, to whoa belonga adoration and praise, we 
bring our tired spirits into your presence to worship and to 
be renewed. We who haye the world too JlUch with us would aeek 
to cast off for this hour the anxiety which binds us and be 
released into oaace and rest in your presence. Let not our 
worship be in vain. Show yourself to us, and a1nister to us. 

Our concern is great for the things of the kingdom, tho not 
great enough. In the confusion of .odem tiaes with its false 
gods, we need to becoae .ore avare of you, the one true God. 
In a day when ve receive so JlUch pressure to confora to the 

patterns of others, let us rather confora to Jesus Christ. 
In a day when we are pressed to give allegiance to temperal 
ende_vors, let us cOlllit oureelyes aore fully to you . Let us 
not take lightly the opportunities which are ours ••ve have a 
chance to help build a better world •• even it it .eRnS that 
we only build better personal liTes. We bave a chance to be 
.inisters of your love by tmmulating Jesus Christ. We can 
let your love and your spirit fill us each. Strengthen us, 
guide us, aid us. 

May the spirit or thankeginng never leaTe us. Constantly 
rea1nd us of our blessings, tbose inestiaable goodnesses of 
the spirit which come from you alone. For the coaforts of 
medem 11fe, for the assurance and sustaining strength from 
those who love us, tor the gift of Jesus Christ, ve thank 
you. We have JI&lly thing•••create in us and give us one IIOre 
thing - a grateful heart. 

Loot now to the needs of those vho have been knocked down by 
life, those who have been granted, for at least a time, the 
difficult and the hard road. Coae to us, we who are anxious, 
tempted, sorrowful, beareaved, trtubled. We look to you to 
free us ••you have ansvers •• so aake us part of the anawers 
and not part of the problea. 

our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy naae, thy king
d~ come thy wll be done on earth as it is in beaven glve us 
this day our daily bread and forgive us our tre8pa88e8 as 
we forgive thqse who trespasa against us ~ lead us not 
into teaptation but deliver ue from evil for thine is the 
k1ngda.. and 1che po\ll8r and the glory forever uen. 



o God t who in the worst of times proclaimed the best of 
hopes and Bent Jesus Christ in lIIhe fullness of tim~ i make re 
heptive our heart to recive him who changed the course of his= 
tory. Make clean our lips and wa.sh white our hearts . Let 
your word tell us the story. Let music take us again thru 
the paths of time . 'When we cannot grasp the fact , help our 
imaginations to lay hold of the story and make it live in our 
lives and commitments . 

Help us to remember that many followers of Christ will find 

it difficult to worship him. 1hey are hungry thru no fault of 

their 0'WIl. While we celebrate your coming in comfort and 

warmth, their bodies are cold. and perhaps their hearts are 

bitter. and maybe they have lost the capacity to love , for 

be world has been oruel . Dh, God , are they bitter because of 
us? Do they hate their fellows because of us? Help us to trans 

form our love into deeds that they may know this that is your 
"'arId. 

Incite us to act today end tomorrow, let not this seaSDn pass 
without our giving ourselves to missions of mercy, errands of 
love , and works of charity. Let not the day mook us . Help us 
to generate goodwill in response to your coming to us . Let 
it soften the wrath of those who misundersant their fellow 
men and those who hate their brothers . Help us to rejoice with 
great joy as we thankfully worship you today, believing that , 
despite all the modern Herods . christ ' s message will be written 
on every heart and sung by every spirit and praise' by all you y 
children. 

May we be thankf'ul to you • • for Christ ""ho has shown your 

race to us mid who has reminded us that we were made for fel 

lowship with you. We rpaise you for the memories of Christ


n:ases past , for the joys of the present , and for the assurance 
of a br«ght tomorrow. We thank you for our friends and famil
illes , for the fellowship and opportunities of the church; 
for health and daily provision and for blessing us eo richly 
that we forget to be thankful . 

Now Lord enter into our clelbrations of Christmas until we 

are touched with a spirit we have nearly forgotten and called 

to a depth of Ileaning we have longed for. 
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o Lord God , once again we join in this community of prayer 
to lift our common voices to you, you who are almighty and 
holy. Our supplications are uttered from the depths of our 
being, or that is our intent . Will you be pleased to accept 
our prayers, ourselves, and our dedications? 

We try to be thankful people . We are aware , sometimes, of 
how ungrateful we are . Accustomed as we are to having so 
much, we find it hard to acknowledge you as the source of 
those blessin~s which enrich our being and lives . To list 
your graces would be impossible but we do thank you for the 
relationships of love and friendship which make life wonder
ful and worthwhile; for the s~sitivities which we have 
making us aware of the hurt and pain of others, and making 
Us responsive to their joys ; for the capacity to experience 
joy ourselves and for the maturing strength of stress and 
pain; for the things of the material nature which tend to 
mak~our lives confortabl& and maybe too easy; for the 
opprotunity to make decisions so that we can follow your 
will; and for the difficult times which make us realize 
that we must depend on you; for the laughter and gaety of 
a small child which causes to reflect on the miracle of 
life; for the Christ thru whom you~ave shown us a marvel
ous and never ending love that forigves and accepts us 
back . For all of that, and much more, we thank you. 

Lord God , a love such as yours for us ought to call forth 
some response from us . Forgive us if we go on accepting it 
and never doing anything about it . Let us come to see 
that it fullness is truly experiencedas we respond in love 
of you a~ our fellowman , not~n word only be in deed as 
well. Mya it compell us to scarifice time , and energy, and 
resource in meeting the needs of others, and may it 
stretch our spirits acc~ting those whom we now find un
acceptable. vive us the will to love as we are loved , and 
to serve as Christ served us. 

We trust that you have a concern about that which concerns 
us . we therefore in confidence lift to you ou~intercessions 
l'here are among us those who desire healing, arn.y your will 
be done, there are those who are lonely and bereaved , may 
comfort and strength come to them; there are ~ose who need 
direction and guidance , place your hand on theri shoulders 
and point the way• • Listen to our further interecessions • • • 
OUlt FAJ.'rL:.rt "'rtu Art'! ~ rlLA,V.tJ.I dA1J...OWclJ .cit. TrlY A ok. 'tHY KII~~ 
LUI 00& TdY 'Id' ..L.L .61:'.. DUN..t. UN J!.AitTrl AS IT IS IN rlliAVt.N vl'VJ!o 
US TrlI., DAY lJJrt DAlLY rlru.A.iJ MIi l"OnQIV.c.. uS OUn ffuSPASSr..::i 

AS .....to lOrttJ!V.to rrlLl..,.r.. ",ttU 'l'~PAbS AuilNST 0;, AuD LUli US L~Ur 
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(tarnal God, we lirt our voicae ~o you i n p rayer and sup

plic.tion, confas. ing yD~~ Lor dship over all creation and all 
l1 r" . including ~ur 0 r. 1.19 p dSA you .('Iei a c icnolllladqe yOur 
glory - so gu" .!.y :-:-"'lHest !n the world or rrtu,-e, in th,. 
..orl. .::. ~!Jl: hUlll r • Uti ... . lou ua hi~" abov., ('I::::ep .,itl't
in, ".11 yovr jUM ....9 .. 1 ~ Jr~; but te ('''lid "it., love 
.. n t:" Ie. ,i'lL H.!.:3 j'" 1 I.. Cr ~o I z:-otip we !-.lIva brolJo,,~,t 

.:H..r )1 •• t~ ..h~c' ••" ~~ (' '"' ba frGe. OLl' "".rts are which 
ar6 ek"1{.:/.o cautlTZ 1. sine which need to be ror 
~lvf! • a (, Pl.;: "-lJ.ltr"U "'-r~ "'"-Ac' ttl" calming inllufo:nce 
;J .~ .1 t . t.~ I ~ It) e ~ ..... a orougl-·t our y"a rninqs 

_. 61:. IlI.Jl or"IJlri~~ o;:r= , anel OUt' ..,co"',..,i tltf'l d 
l! " _I' ':.'1at lel h Ilt' b.. 3r. wor1dn7 in .n~ thru u£ 

~11'1r- t is t.~.~ --r k'crs"!.·! nc ....t.1••• ar'ld asl.c t.,.~ you 
_.:.r~l.rlA.. to c" .c. 

L:r .. "Y'G cf .rwyEiI 18 a U ... 01' th.nkagivinq•• the 8)(flr rl3e l c
"'I,;. .,t tit..:t B t o yO'J, 0 lora. lI.lS c1on ' t ",'lOW ti,o bp't 
VoIay .. .:I t. nlo; (~J •••n~ w'! :-:n'lW that our words sOl.;nd ra tols r 
..rot. ~\lti:-t r: .. "S , eo :'Ire rninclf'Jl oryol.D" Cl'lnc"rn daily 
I3hQ.l.r: i'" ),01..:' "':-O'll 1510n r"r :i.J1' rout1n'" Mad& •• f ood .nd 
s'oC\tfJr. "ne caPll0111ty or tnln1<i ng a nc' the resource to 

.7Ir,. a rr. P.X '(to' ::!"'18rqy . .., thl,k you too ro r those umeer 
,~vt p>.;po r!enr'"':-I sl"irJtU11 red5tha which ~dd the .~rronaIon 
OJ 't.. t" r.'1: ".ninq to lir. t th.t ,nabl.. lJ!\ to ~~rmound 
the ..tr,~": ~ r' s tr ,,!r.'! ane t) mra than C"ln"",rors thru 
irr. ."'0 l"'I@1'1 w~, 

Dr4)' t"'.t~ou!" pf(:~pnce "'~ t ~ c:ontinueto tI" •. {th i n our tr 
.1s line' i. t;l. , • or troubh . 1I n lliaa born for t r oL..,ta. but 
.",It IiO l!;o to . n~ en yQI rr II trcnr- th vhor. it cometl. Be.1 tn 
.ff ~ h r 1 1 t rei '1I.;""'S to r.ll .nert. sn~ all arOiJnd ",••r.a threat ... 
er.in§ . r,I "t 'b.L....... ~ _Hi' ue in our jnf .......en.,' ar~ on too 
o Il'li u.;o·lr . <.!"P" lIIi t:h Uf in our ·J'l.ctor leb ane our t. r il.rr.ptlls 
.,.!,., I.elo I,r' tJ Know the .1.. tl"rI al"'r. ',o~".c ~n!ch c o,...s to 
U'; i,.· tnl)!'p tilTH. and to t'Pl.'(M? niz !- th.t they IIIIgl,t be 
r.sIOLl.rl!l. it~ ~ .in lour ~il)' rc; .. !nes .nn In O~ IN)I"'snts 
.,f c ~ntorrolllt J,.ol"l . 

~ive uC the ~ill to lIoply.~ 8ner~iea a~ our erful~ to 
lIurKJ. '.Jj I .-In bE: t. t.~ IllS,..,. allL , lr ~ft cn!.J.n~ of' your king
e .m. It t a kbS fortituMe and c~ur.ge to be raoically Christ· 
~n 1,. :.tur ..1· t't, lind ~·Jt • .lAy I;rt;. reA.J..!.zB that. no oth"r brand of 
Chr15thnhy i capable 0'" r.wteti~ the qraat tasL(e before us. 
~'.Y 110... 1n .u t hi ngs b. firll".ly grounded in relatlone;hlp t Q ,U
Christ so tha t our dOing .111 be ror hb glory. --r__ k~ 

't~. ( ".. ~tt.)1. 'k 1.."11#' ~ .. , 1'£..d 
,. ,J• • Vr ... s •• *t~ ,..."., ·:l'L.I't ...i. '-_ 

"~.,. ... "'''' .... ".....,.. fl. "". .. fII.;" .... e"'" /. c.~"! 
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ALa1ghty God, in whoee hand 18 the gift ot llte , VI otfer 
you the gladness and the peace in our lives which have sur
vived the blows that llfe br1ng3 to us • • those often caused 
by our own 1Ili8ll18ll8&ement of the past and of our experiences . 

We give you thanks for all those who have f01Dld. your spirit in 
their livee , for the saints and proJilet& who have been to you 

• 	 handa and feet doing yOU!" vill and work, and for the humble 

whoa. place in the ...oorld la amall but whose etatus with you u 

your children ia large. Ve thank you for the mentors nnd 

leaders who have touched end .... enlarged our lives , perhaps 

known only to us , for the work which your loved perm.1 tted you 


10 	 do 1n Jesus Christ • • the work of redemption and salvation 
of thoee ",ho ta.m in fa! th and reepond in service to you. 
We are gratef'ul. to you tor all thoBe who have supported others 
in their hour of streBS •• for those wo have comforted the 
orrewing, encou.rap:d the tal taring, ass! ted the healing of 
the 111 by their tender presence and mini.trations , for thoee 
who pointed the way when all around was dark and forbod1.ng, 
for those who brtng a gentle ~ord of remonatance setting on a 
plain and straight path someone ..mo was yander!ng off, for 
those ~h08e ssciif1ce of convenience and time alaieted someone 
along the road . Accept our thanksgivin&' for all yoU%' benet1 t 
for every good deed done in yoU!:' name , and avery lifting power 
that inrluencee our 11vee . 

We ~, 0 God , for our nation. Match her strength vi'th a 
PlXPOse fO\Ulded in yOUI' Yill , bring her once apin to recogn1:'e 
the value of pereonal integrity end to stand strongly tor it . 
May OUI' nation not anly aee ita privilaged place in the ,family 
cr peoples , but trl83" she have a consuming sense of her reBponsi 
billty. May tho!! "troubled find the peaoe , the hungry food, 
end. the homeless a. home , IILaJ" the 1nmpr~ Boned be ("ed, and 
~ the suffering and dislocated find mercy , end may the worldly 
ViS8 find wisdom. 

For each us here in this place at thie time we pray. May our 
medII be tended too , may our sins beforgiven , and may OUI' com=: 

placency be replaced ..,1 th commitment. Help UJJ to (le9 some 

york this wek that we can do for your kin8dom this week and 

apply ou-~.lvel to do before we once again gather 1n your name 

for celebration and renewal . Take our live. and. let them be 

consecrated lord to thee . 'lhru Jesus Christ out' Lord. Amen.
" y rve..y _J.4 ...~ ~ 11.>\ 1i': 'N1t! J (. ~ -'_c. Tl..., I:"ft-.,- ~ 

tt.., ~, ~ I'\-,. ~cr ,-.... ..1 ..... ' -- -~--- ~ ....~ ... ~- .t*7,-
{J.'~ """"""'- r-t'-'-<: ...... ~ tr _ ~ l-'-<,.......,-< fA......c. 

.A..!.. """ 
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Etel."Dlll. God, 70U are the author ot lite and the end tovard_ 

Wiob the whole creation lIOTes, and yet you are our father •• 

hear ua as we pray and praiae. Wa th.1Dk ot ourselTaa as a 

••1f-lUd. people. we or. in faot OOllt1ngont, d.poDdent 8I1d 

derived. We tauc7 cnareelve8 a reaaOD&b1e people, we are in 

fact boaot vith blind spot., ODd all too of_bind our _s 

to tbe Berrice ot prejudioea. We th1Dk ot O1I1"ae1T8. as being 

treo, we oro in fact in bozIda8e to the n.sh ODd to ...terial 

po.e••aicm. that ve cba.ae with aucb abaDdon. We fanCf aur

se1ve. talI,' aU... , we are in tact ba.t d.ial.y aware ot the 

heishto 8I1d depthe, the breadth ODd longtb, the wonder 8I1d 

a1racle of lite, there tor our explor1Dc. Ve tb1.Dt: ot our 

se1ft. as decent and religious, we are 1D tact tal.l1Dg short 

of our potential ""d prone to use our fa! til to ;!uatU7 a 

a .lfish .... of Ufe. 

It i. IIOre tbau. we caD understand that 70U should Ion us ao, 

_ we find it bard to 1.,... O1U"tIOl..... that 70U oboald bo

11.... in ... _ we baTe blOWll 00 _ obmo.o. that 70U 

should wloae us whaIl we btiD8' 80 llttle. BIlt we caD accept 

your 10ft, we can bless 70U tor :roar grace, aud va caD voice 

our thank- to ..... J'OU. 

We _ that "" aiabt II,- oar lon of TOU and oar trut in 70U 

roo~.. that TOU are willing to work vitil 128 in br1ng:lDlr 

forth bl...ing ODd jIOOdDo•• t.hrtt all tho oiroUUtmo•• of 

Uf. - tho p&iDtQJ. as ""U ao the .lOTOUB. We ada1 t that the... 

aTe tiM. when oar taith falters aDd all tum. blaolt••• ca-e 1;( 

u at tho.. u.. unri..Ds lIS that va labor DOt alODe bat 

that TOU aro pro....t vith U8. 

I!1n1lter, 0 Lord God, to all people ODd oi tuatiODll wbiob are 

noodfal. Le~ TOU 10ft nov into all oiroUUtmoe. br1ng:lDlr 

bope ODd healing, .1<>7 and otroDlrt.h. 



Eterna.l wad , Y'u 'Who ar'" ~nthrQn~d i:-. he heaven3 we see:-- 'lOW 

to enthrone '.I: in 'U~ h~ar>s and liver. . Vour glory exceeds 
a.flyt~:ing we ~Jln kn:>w , but i'1~ , in faith , know that you desire 
Qur worshi;- o Ye fe~l tha.t ou.,:", iII"i)erf,=ct~=se can be he-lped by 
contact wi t!1 yOIJ.I' perf(;ctness . Look with compassion on UO) . 

1~ t. t,h.n'e be SOlf.'"' co!1t"l'lnic-=.tion. l:letween you an'" u::; nm~ . \>1e 
sOTely need rnJlr..y t,hings , not thf:! least 0 which is t.he assu!"I' 

a..1Ct th'lt you work i:1 our liver and in thp. world . HeIr U~ ~o 
ser..se your ~urposes that our lives might be focused ar ·~nl 
them, En:lble us , thr-u yes of i"aitr , t~ se :Jur lL:'~s , sL.bly 
and cosv-rally , as p6.rt ~.~ t!1e ~/a;:;t .,hn which you h<>lte but I.-i: 
which ~e can onll ~artly gIL~pse . Ou~ love , our [i'~n& , our 
Eac!'iIL:c , our servicE" - '..'e ':) !,fer thc:l'I all to :!<)u "',iHl.~ th 1 
T,ib"ht h' incrl..aspr'l and used in '-our purpose . 

:oday ~€; intercede on behalf oI a fearsQr.le world . ~a..."l.b'·-rs 
lurk all about us , anc: opportur.itias ar'E' a.'1ail;~b1:. b U~ . r]e 
pra:; f':)1" the world' s 1tarler~ , thO'.t ':nowing1or unknor,..:ine,~ 
t.h~:;r dght ChO?SE life and (lOt.. death for yr:mI" children . .....,s 
ten thru ....hElli , ant. thru Ue , "',h" day ~h~n ~jen shall abi\~1? t;o
eetrcbr i:1 pE:~CE . 

Attend no" , in :,'our gr . t love and mercy , to the n"'cds of 
th:::ose of your chllc;r'2o 'Jho 'ire g;:thEr~d here . St... r"E:t".g"hen anu 
comfor"'~ thooe who sorrow . de ~ith tho~e t>,'ho are an..xiou5 , 
:!J'.c dirpct those 1-:no arE; Fer:·1.exed . Fe pr!:lsent our bodies 
and spirits to you for he~ling . 

He praj.~ that this 5:,=.11 ('olony of 1")ur people will be Equipi' 
tc perform the i"llni:::tr.·s to which yOIl :1av(' call",d us . Touch 
50nF. her'3 toda:.. and l.ad the::'! to offer their .;ifts in teach
ing, thru :nusic , in calling, i" ,,,hatevcr way JOu open to 
thE;m . H""lp 'JS to know t~.s.t, j'our kingdom moves Iorwarc, per 
haps im!,prceptibly , 01111 ao; those ·"ho love Jes 15 Chris':. e,bre 
of t;'.e:"'..~el Vf'lS and thl. Lifts ;~ou:aVf! given thf-.n: . Lay ,l::>ur '12.n 
O~ our sn')t:lde:rs no..., anc say to eac:-. of us : !lyou oug!,t to 
do "'hat. ever :-011 can do and I \o1il1 help you'l . 

::a:r each o~ us , when this ~ervice finds , 6':1 our ways Jrr:owi!1.f, 
th3t.. ;-ou will !:uid." :;'.3 and tru~t th:tt , :"or +..'1ose 'A10 love ;,'ou , 
all thir~s can he tr.adp tJ e~i·~h ;!n": bless us . 

i..;ijR FA:'R..:.R. WH;) ART "::~I H...A.rl.~l KALl_·tiE:l J: TH': :lAJ£ 'l'Hl KI~~\J-'. v 

C:~..... 'l'Ti: ',<'ill .J£ ;::.:NE DN rA;l.TH AS ~T IS IN ~:u.:..'fE.'l :iIVE :;~ 


!!r~ CAv CU'3. r;u~ y aREA.:::) A~:i) ~;·:I;....7::V.... U: JUR r..::::SPAS:':E.S AS m: 

rCRUI'JE TW~SE. ~~!") TRESPI. S::; A:;:,:::~lJ'I' liS \!'m 1L.AL us NCT INTO 
TEj·Pl'A!T~~; "31~ DLLrl.i3. :.!'s ~_~'l!Vf ;;-VII FOR 'I"lil:;J:, IS TI{. K.L~;I;f"\~·: 
~~:l. 'l'!t.. Wf.H JlliL ':'l.!~ \.II JRY :;1"'!R£VE..l? A.'1::-~: . 
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Lord God , from whose power we have received life; and from 
whose love we have been offered the means of its redemption , 
hear us as ~e ?ray to you . As we worship tog0ther , let us 
see how we can better liv~ wr~n we ~ollow your guidance 3nd 
grow under your nuture . As we worship let gratitude fill 
our hearts as we count our blessings and remember Jo-our 
mercies to us . 

He are needy people. we do not need more material things , 
but we need more spiritual things . We do not need mor~ truth, 

we only need to heed the truth we already know . We do not 
need more things to do , but we need to do more , to do th~ 
inportant things . 'rie do not n~,,!j "'l.or e success , but we need 
to succeed more in serving you ana others . 

Breathp. upon us today, our F~th~r , a fresh comprehension 
of truth which will bloo the staleness from ou:" souls , Kin 
dla in us a flame of love that will consum~ the emotions 
which create discord in our lives . I l nite in our hearts a 
faith which will shine thru the .-1indo~'s of our lives to dis 
pel darkness and doubt .• 

Crant unto U~ the power and the guidance tD become attrac 
tive , I,pf":ause of our live~ and faith , to others . flay we 
be given a ~agnetism of life akin to the magnetism of our 
Lord who dreH people b him by his att.ractin· life and ways. 
Let our witn~ss oe genuine , let o~ lives be real . 

As we share this hour , make us conscious of taEks thRt 
ne1;d workm~n , of liVRS that need help , of iSStlAS that need 
voices , 30d of burd&ns that need lifted . Nake us aware of 
the \..ound~ which need healing, :.he sorrows that need solac 
i~g , a~d ~f the faltering who need strengthening . Make us 
conscious also of strife that needs to undone ~f peacemaking, 
of hatred that needs melting by love , ~.d of despair that 
needs to be wiped a ~ay by hope . Will you in :rour love and 
powp-r , look to the need~ of ~herz. Send u~ to be agents of 
your healing power , if thrrt be your will and if you beli.eve 
in us enough to pntrust your work to us . 

',,·hen this opportunity for renewal , for celebration and 
encounter is cnded , may our lives be touched tiith re 
sources to m~et the duties and opportu~itie~ of th~ week 
ahead . 
OJ~ ~ATnLR .110 flaT IN HEft..~~ HA11.0'",,"D 3E THY NAHE THY 

KIN·-DOr-t Ull-!E 'tFIY 'fJILL BE DONE ON 3ARTH AS IT IS DJ H~V!:}l 

en:. us THIS rAY OUR DAILY BRSAD AND FORGI;,rE us OUR TRES~ 
PASSES AS WE FCRGIVE THOSE ',IHO BilSPASS AGAINST US .AND iliAD 
US NOT INTO T&~PATATIDN BUT tELIVER US fROM EVIL . FOR 
THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THo PUI1R .0.:1" Tilll GLJRY FOREVER 
A.'1EN 

r 




Eternal God , Lord of al I being , giver of I ife , and lover of 
al I , we come now in a t ime of praye r and supplication , we come 

with hearts which are yearning for meaning, with minds search
Ing for wisdom , with 50uls which are somet imes empty , and with 
spirits wavering between loyalty and neglect. We come to you , 
you who are perfect to gain fresh perspective on our lives , 
to find a new look at the world you have given us , and to 
reth ink our s t atus as your ch i I dren. Let us know, 0 God of 
our Fathers , that tho you love us with an unremitt i ng love , 
that you do not ca t er to us; let us be assured that your 
concern extends to the multitudes of your chi Jdren in this 
world and In other worlds as wei I. Give us some sense of 
who you are , some comprehension of your glory , some taste of 
your love , then shall we bow in adoration and praise , acknow
ledging you to God and Lord. 

On this holy day when we seek to empathize with others of 
your people - the hungry and the dispossessed ones , may 
there come to us an understanding that of whom much is g i ven 
of thme shal I much be expected . Shake us from our little 
nooks of self congratuations and apathy , throw us out of our 
retreats of complacency , exile us from our storehouses of 
planty , and call us to serve you by serving our fellows - by 
feeding them and clothing them . No wonder we have a time 
turning our faces to you sometimes , because we have turned 
our backs on our brothers . Grant your blessings upon our 
efforts to alleviate and meet the problem of hunder in our 
world . 

We pray for each person who has gathered in this place. We 
know not why each has come, but you know and that Is suffi 
cient for them to receive from you . May our fellowship as 
your people be warm , and may real strength for I iv lng be foune 
here , may despairing hearts be restored, may sin wracked 
I ives be made new , may the anxious among us find peace , may 
the ill find healing . Whatever our needs , our Lord God , mini
ster to us a personal ways . As we thus pary for ourselves 
hear now our si lent intercessions for others ...... ... .. . 
Our Father who art in heaven hal lowed be thy name , thy 
kingdom come , thy wi! I be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our dally bread . And forgive us our tres
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us . And lead 
us not into tempt ation but del iver us from evi I. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen . 



o eternal Goo , creator , and father , spirit of' lif ... ....e 
come near nu in I rayermd EiUf' licat.i.on. .:e have c e t.o 
rraise you, tu lve thnaks t. 'you. ana e &bYe come in 
hUl lilly , au ost ;,Jvercome by the thoueht that you care for 
us individually , that. .rou are concerned about us ser rate
Ij . Ho~ it 15 that you rder +he va~+ limitless universe , 
anG. tiL find to f"r eac of us ~s more than we can 
understand. •• .;0 e Catl y coutritely e1ve our limitless 
praise to ! u , and u..: l1eart - !elt er .itud. • 

Lora, we come too to listen to ..mat. you want to say t.o ~ , 
...0 give us serwtlv ears 8J..&d coc,rehending ' nci!: , and open 
hearts that e miUlt. Cliscern .rour v ice among +he countle s 
vo.i.ces which seek our attent~on ~1d re ponse . Keep us 
close to Jesuw • • ~s life , teachings , tirit , s crifice , 
minG•• tt we bh~ hear re clearly ~hich is your voice . 
Thank .r"Ou for sho\tl:ing us ~hat. you are , wd who you are , by 
sending Jesus to as . y we dlways keeiJ ot1r eyes on hirr. , 
listen tu him , and ~1th the power ~f Hi s~irit be ~beuient 
t .. hiz • 

.. e have come to find hoI' e c n eespond t.o you. You hJ.ve 
ade us J.,art of th· s l.i.tt e colony uf ~'Our I-'eopl ... called 

Grace ~~ethodi!,..t . Show us ho we can be ere sicuiticant 
yart of its mini try of reconclliat.~~r. , ~t learning, of 
servirlJ:: , of worship , of out reacn. hanl( you f'"Jr the var
ie~ gift you ' ve eiven l! ••• hel. us to J them and p8}re= 
elate not only ours but uthers well] . 

we cor.; also to offur you our: n int recession.... 
we show our love and concern for t.he" . Vi it y ir4 
~t on the leaders of our orl that t ey ay lead ankind 
to bunia.'"lce and life a.ud not to de th 8J :1 trll tic i 
touch thos liho have ~ r anj w 81th tnat th y Ll re .
b r tnat tn \\'hom :.lch i f. V:!tl r h1m ha.::.. uc be r 
~uired j work bJ th~ po _r of you love u pirit. ith t 
onea ;0 sorro , ~ho ~ anxiou , liho have ~alt r~n& fit. , 

.J ... drift with no goal"" who ar .irrat;8Il j rroud, 
8LOn ith those .r'ersm..,. and sitllatons rlch no indivL
ual lift to you in U.i:;; s.i...ient nt ••• 
OUR FATHER "010 ",1T IN P~V.,. • .;'lLID ":;:) B~ THY I.", T'rY 
KINGOOH COllE THY f'jIll B.:. COl.... OJ !:oit..ttn: A.3 IT I~ II :lEAYD: 
Grv~ us .-;lIS ",,1 OUR DAILY 3= ";1\) FOllGrv~ US OUR =
PASSES A.3 w.... FReiIV.:. nIOS~ ,,110 TRWP.~ AGAINST U~ A::D u:.w 
US lOT I.ITO T'cl'.!'TATIO.I BUT V.::Lrv••:1 u:; moM ~VIL FOR TIlIt u 

IS :'ll.l KI.JGOO~ AlW THE PO..d! A.ill THE :.oRY FO&,.V:;R Al ~I . 
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God of our Fathers, their strength in conflict, thie 
guide and resource., We worship you. Be to us what 
our fabhers said you were to them .• a fortress and a 
refuge, for we too are tossed by the uncertainities 
of fate. We need peace, security, we need to find 
the things which endure. We need strength greater 
thn our own. 

Our fathers have said you were to them a pillar of 
cloud by day and of fire by night to lead them. Be 
that to us too. For we are pilgrims still launching 
out into the unknown with each day as an adventure. 
Lead us in the paths of righteousness. 

Our father said that you were to them a friend and 
unseen companion in whom they trusted and confided. 
Be that to us too. For we need divine friendship. 
Blessed be your name for human friendshipd who by 
their love make life beautiful. Yet the time often 
comes when we need to move from human friendships 
into divine care, and fell the everlasting arms 
around us. 

God of our Fathers, we pray today for the nation our 
fathers founded. We thank you for the heritage which 
has come down to us, bought by others toil and tears 
For grest character, woven into the fabric of this 
nation, blessed be your name. FDr great leaders, 
who in crucial times you have lifted up to direct 
us, blessed be your name. Help us today to see 
vividly the heroes of our nation who feared your n~ 
Steady our hands as we grasp the torch of the natio 
righteousness. Make stable our minds and hearts to 
understand the high trust which is ours today on our 
nations 200th anniversay. 

Be with our nation's people. Be with those who have 
braved the rggors and experienced the joys of life, 
Bless those whose place it is now to bear the burden 
of leadership and support of our land. Be with the 
young as they move to take the place of the older 
generations. Often we have not handled our time so 
well that we can be proud. Grant that hope may be 
renewed, that lovers of peace will reign in our land 

Be with the nations churches. We thank you for then 
and feel that we are inheirtors of that spirit whih 
made our nation possible .. the spirit expernplified 
by Edwards and Wesley ..• So bless us all from the 
president to the humblest members of our nation. 



Dear God , it is not our custom to be humble , but as we ap 
proach you in t ime of praY7 make us humb le that we might 
adore you and praise you . For we are you~reatures , and 
your chi Idren thru the power of Jesus Christ , you are holy 
and we are often profane, you are al I- powerful and we are 
terribly week, you are wise and we are usually foolish, you

die goodness and we are often bad , you are love and we are often 
unloving . And yet you choose to love us, and you bid us 
come to you in prayer . And you have assured us , t hat you 
wi I I hear our supp l ications . May you be ab le to communicate 
with us , because we are humble and receptive to your voice . 

Hear of our thanksgiving, 0 Lord . We are surrounded by your 
care, our material meeds are better suppl led than nearly al I 
of your people; so much so that in our abundance we sometimes 
think we are deprived and clamor for more . You have sur
rounded us with ~ommunity of love and understanding , of 
caring people aJd of fel low seekers after Jesus Christ. You 
have given us Jesus Christ to show us your love and to pro
vide a way by which we may be restored to you . And you have 
endowed us with ski t Is and abi I lties , with intellect and 
brains , with compassion and care , with the capacitty to 
hurt for others and the abi I ity to rejoice with them . And , 
thru your spirit , you have bestowed special gifts upon each 
of us. let us be thankful people. Lord . let us thank you 
for those meaningfu l gifts of relationships and affection 
which enrich our I ives and which , with your power and gu id
ance , we seek to nourish and fulfill . 

Open now our lives to your cal ling . There is much that we 
can do . You did not give us our gifts to waste . let our 
care and compassion lead us to serve our fel lows better; let 
our intellect and thought power lead us to understanding and 
wisdom ; let our response to Christ and your love lead us to 
the abundant I ife ; and let our abi 11ty to love and be loved 
t urn au r lives a round and Iet a I I hate and resentment be 
banished . Give us , or at least some of us , the wi II to 
dedicate ourselves more fully to you . let us find some area 
of our I ife which we have been holding back and give it to 
you. Or perhaps we have not made a first step in becoming 
yours . Perhaps this is the time we ought to do that . 

Hear now our intercessions as we wa i t In s i lence . 

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN HALLOWED BE THY NAME THEY KING
DOM COME THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN . GIVE 
US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS 
WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US AND LEAD US NOT 
INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL FOR THINE IS THE 
KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER AMEN 



Eternal 'Jod , by iOhose werd we have received life , bJ" whose 
orovidenc"! we rr:>ceivE' 'Jur £1a1.ly bread , by whose grace we 
'kn?w the forgivcne~5' of our sins , and in whose purp':lses WP 

have e'·,ern8.1 lifA J it is 8. hirh privilegf.' , the nobl'st ex
per. tenee of ~ur liv-s , to bow befoTE you in worship , praise 
.and ?r;!:,~er . 

Accept th.:. I?Tntitude of our hearts as we recall yOllr 

gr'lcious WlyS wit!': us . ;,,;~ thank you for the g':)od ;.;e kn:H~ J 

an~ all th..,t is unknown to us . '.+le praise ;TOU for the .,yster
iou:c; W3.y tha t things can work cogeth~'r for good to those 
who love :;ou . ',Je th;mk yo:.! for enl'lancing our lives with 
joy and pleasurPj for ennoblin~ th~m thru p~in an~ ~orro~ . 
\-.'", praise you for the time!" that the mr!"ow circumstances 
brought the higher vision , the humbling experiences ~)hich 

brought us to a higher level ; and for the bonds of duty 
~hich gave us a larg r freedom . 

In full surrender help us to receive your p'eace . In yO'Jr 

will and purp~se nay we live And m~ve and find ~aning to 
life . r;rant us true love f~r you in our heart~ , that thf> 
mind of Chri~t may hav~ comeplete allegiance in all we do 
and think . 
~ 

Grac:i.:;ms :;'od, I"e ttust that our conce-rns are :rour c;}ncer:'lS 
for we havp care for those who are ill who are weak of bOQY " 
We c~re .far those whose spirits are engulfed in waves of 
fr~tfulr.0ss . We care for those whose lives are ~rkcd by 
t.ncertaintie~ about th~ future . i\e care for those I'.'hose 
livos have been diminished because we C!id :'lot care enough 
to stop and 11:;ten . 1any <ire thr- prayers of intr;rcession 
'.:hich Wf' 'da.'1t to pr~y • • 

Af! '~€ walk thru the \tJf>ek ahead .. e pra," f"or ,7:lur companion
ship so that our li;;ps will cast a healing sh~dow . We h~vF' 
discov(>!'~rl , r.~thcr , +,r"at life cannot be abundant I'lithout 
;rou . Be present , th<:>n , +,0 sRare our ;'ctorie.!:' , to rejoice 
i!". our jcJ , ",0 arid strength :Ihen ..;t:> faltf'I' ani to sustain 
us \>~hen all around seems to be lost . 

,JUl". iATH!:oR ,m ;_::':'T nl Hu·"EN :-rHLOHED ..!-E '1'lfl NA..'L. THY 
KINGL'CH COME THY ,,'ILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT :5 IN :-lliAVE~: 

.:;11£ uS THIS DAY OiJR DULY EREAJ AND FORGIVE US QUR THE:
PASSES AS WE F0HGT'JE TH3S':: iJl-!O '8I!SPASS AGainst us AND I.E...~ 
JS N')T INTO TS'1?TATION BUT DELIViR U~ ?R;'~ ~_VIL FOR THI~Ii:: 

I~ THE KINGDOH _~l D '!'H1 PO,h i AlID THi. GLnTt'r -,:" :?.-:'"'r:t AMEN . 



Eternal God , you loved us bp.fore you created us , 
and trom your love we were given birth , and in your 
love we are kept and with your love we can rise to 
to the glory of your expectation . 0 Lord , you are 
a gracious God , whose magnificence escapes the im
agination of man and whose glory is beyond our un
derstanding . We , your children , those whom you are 
redeeming , we humbly bow before you and offer our 
supplications . 

When we consider your loving kindness , 0 God , we 
are compelled to praise and thank vou . Never mind 
that we are often unmindul of your grace and gifts , 
for we know that we are a richly blest people . ~ar 
more than most other of your children , in greater 
measure than we deserve , in an overflowing abundancl 
that causes us to cry when some of it is removed • • • 
that is why we ought to be thanful . Yes , and we 
need to be thankfulfor those gifts and blessings 
of the spirit and of the emotions . Immeasurably our 
lives are enrighed by your love, the love of others , 
and the love of Jesus Christ . Almost without limit 
we ~ave been blest by the concern of others , by the 
duties and resoonsibilities to which we have faith
ful responded , · and by opportunities to express and 
act out concern in the life of others . ~v~Lordt 
have we been matured by the hurts , the pains , and 
the detours which have ~gga6io"ally marked our 
patns. We are tllankful , loving Father , make us 
mQre grateful . 

Yet we stand in great need • •• a closer walk with you 
would lighten our paths , ease our loads, and make 
plain why we are here . To that end , will you clear 
the path for those who seek to love , for those 
who seek to do away with hate ; will you guide those 
whose way seems cmouded and caution those whose way 
seems all to clear ; will you call us to deeper com
mitment and cause those who are over committed to 
ask questions ; will you let us taste your power whet 
we are weak and will you weaken those who are over
confident in their strength . Whatever our need that 
keeps us from being truly yours •• attend to it . 

Now Lord we want you to hear our concerns and our 
cares ••• about ourselves , about others , about things 
Listen to us in this quiet moment . R Fa who Rt n 
hvn hlwd b t nm tkgm em t wll b dn on er as it is n 
hvn gv us ts d r dy br & ~gv us r trs as w fgv tos 
hoo trs ~st us & Id us n n2 tmt budliv usfr ev • • 4 



~ter~al ~od , who causes ~he seasons to come and go , and 
·...no make~ the f :-ui ts of the earth to minister t.o the needs 
of :nan ,~e are tnankf'.11 that JOu have brought us again 
;:'0 t..l-t8 toi." of harvest , and ~hat J according to your pro
~ise , seed tine and harvest have not failed . ~e offer you 

Jur thank::giving and prav that you ·..i1: feed Jur souls on 
the oread of life 

Lord uod , who from the beginning of our lives , has touched 
us , chastened us , and lifted us, gran~ that ou:- prayers 
and supplications may be accept-aole t.o you . You are the 
~rovider, we are the receivers; you are the rather , we are 
the children; you open your hand and ~e are fed; you close 
you:- hand and we are in ·,iant. nave mercy on us accor ding 
;:'0 10ur love and compassion . 

it is with ;:.hanks~i7ing ~e recollect t.he hap?y hours when 
friend~nips made offerings of love and brought satisfac
tions to our hearts; when music , and art , ana beauty moved 
our bb~l;~; when memory moved our spirits and severed 
cords of love ~ere momentarily :-estored; and when the 
call to dut., and work engaged our wills . 

It is with thanksgiving we remember the days of sorrow and !P 

the comf,rt given; the days of pain and the grace received; 
the days of loss and disappoinument ana your constant care 
and ?resence . 

call the :nystic 
oi:"d 

, d 
ountains snow; 

breath of your 

In gratitude we rejoice in your faithfulness . ror sins ~or
given, the the body ' s healL,g, for the hope of eter nity, 
for the cer~ainty that dreams do come t r ue, ror tender l~ve 
and care given us . '~e praise you for o.Iesus";hrist . "'e 
know tha t. we can only bow with Paul and say l~ fhanks be to 
Thee for this inexpr essible gift" . Accept ou.... t.hankse 
g:"ring , and give Us the will to acce;Jt your will for our 
li·res . 

http:tnankf'.11


Eternal God, who dwell1.t in the tarthereat placet at the u.n1
ver.e but who 40et enter~al.o into human experience , even the 
l1"~f eac~ of us we worehlp ~ We come into _ presen•• 

I "i.4"" for pretence 1s like a healing balm to our distraught and 
anxiOU8 spirit8 . e come beeaute ~e want a new leale on lite. 
a gllmpt. of ne~ underata6dln of it' meaniDg and rlchne••• 

'-1""- "'P"{ ~/ .... ~ ol r1
Our father, we turn to t..ftee because tlaa~ aleae. art the true 
Ruler of our live•• and in ~ alone ...e find pardon tor our 
aina. and the atrength to live in honeaty and purity of heart. 
Hay v. hear today the word of welCOll8 spok en by "BtU Ch.riat 
to each of UB, whoever we are and whatO'Ter our 10. ID1ght be. 

Ylo thank ~ tor all that hat brou«bt U8 joy durin,: the week 
...~_"t~that !, paat - a gllmpFe of ~ beauty in the color. of Dature , 

of ~.. _jecty in t he pattern of t he tlk1e. y of $ "" l ove in a 
ki~ly guture and a gracious word, Of..tt\Y joy in the laughter 
of a child. We thank \~ today for t he worship that arhe. 
trom every land and langu&&. , a. the human f~ly reaches out 
to ~e'(. in adorat!oll and pralle and in hope. We thank ~K 
for Jew. Christ who bad' made vital t h e yearnin& our • ~ir1t. 
teel for collUlll.n1on vith ~"'''.pir1t . 

Make this to be a ~ when burden. are lifted and fear. removed 
May the living Christ valk vith his love thru t he tvt,ted cor
ridor. of our modern world, IUbduing evil panion., ha tre(la 
and plana for violence, empowering thoae who battle against 
crim~ and injustice, hunger and pover ty and establt.hing ~, 
kingdom in the homes and hearts of men . 

Ve pray tor ~ holy presen.e with those who ~~ ,sorrowtul , "" 
who teel the painf'U.l. lOll of a 10Ted one; tor ~. !.017 licht 
to be open to tho.e who . tumble in darkness; tor is' holy 
mercy to be we known to tbi. who feel the 1:Ju.rt1Jen of .tn; 
w for t1¥'holy stre~th to be granted. to t~oae who are 
faltering, Alld ~,#j/~ ~ that holy pr..once to be 118 all 
a source of enrichment, of chalIeD&e and Btrengt tOfUving 
acceptable and pre.entable liv es in an unholy age. 

R ~TH!.R '" "R';~" libA IALLD,;m.lE niT AIIHE THY 
!C..NuDOz.! CO ~ TH" w_LLt.: II : ... .IN EARTH JiS 11' IS IN HE.AVEN GIVE 
-:; THIS ~AY ")tffi rAlLY E,"':.\L AND F"'RlJIVt.; U.:' O'Ii ruSPASSES AS 

••1:;.." om T .0 -:. Wc:: ra:-.3PAS~ AGA...."'1l T "lS A.'f(j lEAL ~'S NJT rITO 
r..,:?rATl:ll BUT Dr;r.IV~ US FROM ",IL FOR TIiINE IS THE KI~GDC:: 
A.:L T:J;; ?Go!!! Au'!; "'IL GLORV FC!L~ !.!IElI , 

http:IALLD,;m.lE


II 
Ete~rt3.1 ;0 , "111)'" l' +... r, .., +. C'lT pe pIe wilen 

the.! seare'" f r " -= , "::C ) 1 n '" 1 hJ}t we t!".aV' <;pa' t 

n wu. +0 If:" . '" 'E;: JC'" ze, I"l rhap In'y'' -\,, ' , y.,ur rre 
etiv ~Ol,;el" a:'. j )... ... !j@ ... , all )U 1 e vel ed in 
• ~us :h,.ist . So we ~.~ai~e you, we ~ "'p t")urPt lvel'll tn V'Jt!,. 

pr'isenc:e • .•~ l.ckn"lWled"'o lOu t .. be Jod je'J12J1cing justice , 
v- !5! f'irle_ini; ..Ie: w1th ' ve . 

J \.o~ , c. anrl be within eAch r'I' U:l and release t,hfO' b ct 
that WEt havE' . ielp U:3 tJ f-.llow <.If) on 'Jur ITIom'"'nts c" i'll!;:i~'
.ati on an, noble ide., which acca!'!' on:tl1y 'me to us , tI' 

hem be;~ Jerranent 1art_ of "I1:X lives . L + u<: , with COUl"' 
a~F lnc with assitance fr yQur Spirit , hold in check the 

JVeInf'f'ts ot c:,rd ~ism mt oubt which !"c c+ imes crme to .. 3 . 

L;), d , we of"':r t anksgiving to 1,;1,; , It is flO'TI. tl ~es 1 f 
Ll t ing , but in ou.- t~oughtfll moments we know how bl~Fsed 
we ar. . we are loved , and we cqn love; we ~an b~ c~paf 
siona· and ~eceive c'J~~asslon . ~her ~~e 50 manJ splrit~al 
l!;t -e'1gtIlO:; whiCh "e h v which ef:rve l~ wl!!"'.l f'OT e~richITI. :It, 
l.::1 warn1r.;; . Thf':1' h:.%"e .:l!"e t 10se blessings :)uts' de ,. "lVI' 

/V
t~ pl~nt~ , frrl~ds , daily eu tenancf!j cnd even tho-c oppor
tuni ti -R whio:: '1 a~ ..:.erade as ter.don and pain. . Ielp Ui!! t.o 

'1anY_~l ~or 'our ,r-atee~ gift••• jour love in J . Christ. 

~od , y~u a:~e the F ther of all and your concern extends 
to all paoj:lle . ,Jur c~ne rn seeks to ext"31.. +t) .11 peop1,. , 
too . So we ~fftr prayers of inter cession . For ~ur nation 
a1".iI its ll'"adership , '~nt a res:urgence of faith 9.nd int,,[ 
rI+y i ''1 hig!"/ Jlacps; or the 'Orld , s~nd to +he lations thjll 

~nc, t Peace ~~ th ~ r~ hernoQ, will rAign. 

';U, e now v:I h ?w he lL'1. :; f' ~ t.J the ill nd t"1e e~'.( j 

the brok n th a xi)~~ - ~ome f ~om are memuPr- ~~ 

:.:.r !l' w~h Jc. ':.0 t"-,!"e who ere r.f' 0:; d .:)ou· lit 
In' i~~ rru-; "::~e t~ ~~oe who "~ea tre1"~h for t ch 
c~y ar.d a co~ir: '1t tr' " t .f"or +hr ja"~ .,,;j ie; C,- + 
ti.~e:e who!Je c." I1 h , 1". on them n:~ tell the""! ')f" t !lec m(l 
~hanc~ in .1 5'::- ...:"ri +.; C'r'3 to the t,r")U1.l1 j en th bc 

av ,.: with a t ·:.lei Jf V)· ... l'!+ronl"'" r .( '( T' hftndj a 
T,ori a~" minic"c· t·) 6,11') lq . Nil.,(i H w f. T ~ , 


.-iE.\~ ~l H~l:W::Il JI T f!: NA.~ '.... '{..._r~ .: ... J._ Hi ~TL "" 

_ -0.... \B.':'~ A: IT ... A IN t-t....ri.VF.N J1 ... : "HTS ...AY \..\ r;.L.I. Y 

.J>l.,;.AD A 'T" .n... .i.Vc.. ']'" .... T' PAS: ...S A:£ _\u.. ~ r ~ .... "L< 


... ~Ae.- A ~ '1".t.AI:$ ·«'l~ ... r:.." A"'L ~t .. 


............. ~ .. ,. ~ • TL r 1".' T L IS T"fi. ~..i. ' J.LJ il.w Tttl. 

)f"'I' ..J 1"".. ~; \]"J, 
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C,,/e_,,-4..,d...~r&..., 

[+,er1.al Spirit , . e tWV "'athel I- .or .. 
r<>a:q'Jn8. "(' want to "urtru"r Uo;."5 Ihi,l. n. ,0 b 

,,)\,.:; 'If!cple , l'iJ ',;e play th ",:rou will p.nt.f:':o i'lto u.~ m:incs 
a:.o r't'tri:..r , Firn" iM.l.f'1tS "nlo thp privileg "I n1 
re~~ ~"I~bt11tie5 of longing t the ~omm~~ity 0 the 
chos~n on_~ 

.". val t t:) "'xnr '" I)ur than: sglv1ng an~ grRtitilde t» .foe. . 
y)U 8 e b:>th ~ C:v1.ng an-i ~p .a1.di 1'" ..,od . Wo thank .rcu for 
thoa'" ..:lllches of ",rln.gt'm am! joy wo1 ch r~ p:htE.:n ,ur ,1a;.·S 
anj 1. ~.... ~ur "IGuls fr':li'l lownps~ to xaltation . e l-now tort,t 
it. 1s not rl('refl i!!arn.~ ~he quantit ~f lift! tJlich J:lake 
it. ;tb n r:.f. J r h - !ts :epths and qua... 1t:,· coun· me'" • l"Jl 
",hris w rats" ...a . "'hank ou "or the lOVl; 0'" f "'~ly .:nd 
frien'J t~ r.haG; 'f w'r~ anc ~erv1~e, th( grcwint ~~wer 
i"l.J"lerent in su!"t'erinp anc.. f\ai.n , t'le ease hrou~h by 
)'8~+ I !ond +,he blessing, or life ' s neceMitiet. 

:"r.J we have c"'rne tor.e+he'· ?bCaU e ~p reed !:=tren;th qr..o1 l"e
np.wal. If we have i:J en e:ri' t - .is pa wp...k about heine 
y~ur witr. ~~es we ~vp. been 8a~ped o~ our e~er~tr ~~ our 
,p~r1· ~l pn~"'r ~~ ~anp.d . s we ~e'ebr te a~u wors~ p 
~w u: an~ e~pow ~ l8 t~r t e week ahe~d . 

lor~, w ~~~~ becau~e ~ are concerne~. Ws p-~ e ?8ciallJ 
ror +h05~ wn have not ~aken their jisciple8hip e~ ~sly . 
:.._ .oi I hem t~ "'ee .he ~~pc:"'t r,_e ;- -jolng so, W 'X" i' "or 
these> who "Jufi" for tho. whose fIIi'll.! are d's"'urQ d 0"a· J 

lever mat~cu; ~~T t~ ~e whose emotions ~-e a S~O~ t ssed 
~ ;g C r r an_ dout'lt, c.. t E' who t>.ave n v"r ha1 ppor
tl~itv t, rr~lizc t ...ir pot t: 1 , for thJ~ whn eati~

f"t d with lees Ih...n t h lif for "_T,ief'! thel re made; "0:'" 
those who t~ink the kr.)w their c)ndit~on but ~~ n~t k~~. 
";~Ir~"'''', fO?r t~ofe Must 1e ""0 n e.ni for hose who cal ~ ... 
t!'!J.it tc die. 

7~a k IU,'" +he~' , ro r a~!'Jw~!"icg 'O.l!' ir. ,e-cp.Q~~ n~ Jf' the 
past . ,. ~I')r t he 11 in "'!I , h";l r. wi: h~~, t~ ~cn!ortJ an~ 

th "... lC . 

') ~ A·!.. · .....'!l ~1H'" n..; T Thi I AVEI' ULLu;.:. .. rHY UJ 
t.· ;eve THY wn.-.... ... ;t'l' AS~'" Ie! 11' :!l::A.. .. V uS 

r DAY" l" rAIlY : AD AND l4.u!VE US OR TRESP\e,:: s :..:;; 
joj"E, "\ ••;'Y~· 1';..J--Z.c. "I 7.lI SPAS.":l A\...~\:~\!C'r ;-. A!;:' Ii: AD S 1! 
n:~ ~ TI ,- L L ".R JS. ~-l ~ L Fnp TT'T"a<" LC! Tf&:. 
J(~ Ir'r; 0{ J::D r . F\J •.:..l.. ,·\.-.n 'l _L...~I \I 1"J A]1£'. 
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God of our Fathers , and Lord of the unknown and the known, 
you have been our stay of all generations and will be our 
sheild for all the tomorrows which stretch before us , we 
have come apart for worship and celebration . Another week 
has dawn~d and we seek renewal of our energies and spirits 
_ a refresi'unent which can come only from you . '....e ask for a 
visitation of your power in our midst this morning •• moving 
us , c,ndemning us , challenging us , forgiving us , empowering 
UE . 

For these moments we cast aside every care , weight and wor
ry which beset us . Give us eyes to see the mighty things and 
to comprehend what you desire of us . Then we shall be able 
to face life and face it squarely and live it for your glory . 
Give us a fine sense of value that we may not needlessly 
waste our energy and substance chasing after the rainbows 
of fading values which evaporate once they are reached . 
Rather place in our hearts a firm resolve to follow after 
love , and sacrifice, and peace , and beauty . Indeed , may we 
be found giving our commitment to those verities from which 
eternity is forg~d . Then life when ended will be renewed 
in your presence . Let us find the resource and the courage 
which will enable u~ to risk our lives in your hands , let 
us take a chance on trusting you more , serving you more , 
and loving you morp . 

We pray for deliverance from the raw practicality which 
our world demands , and from the temptation to reduce all 
values to worldly level~ . May we comprehend beauty ~or its 
o\-1n sake . For the things of life which have the dimensions 
of depth and height , we pray . Forgive us lest we miss life 
because we are living it . 

Hear our thanksgiving , 0 God , Let praise rule our hearts , 
and gratitude subdue our spirits . ~ach of us , when we are 
honest , could draw an endless list of your blessings - some 
obvious and many not so obvious . Make u~ grateful people . 

H~ar now our intercessions •• we call to our remembrance and 
lift to "ou those who are ill , those who bear heavy re::,pons
ibility, those who suffer , those ...no mourn t.he loss of a 
loved one , and those who stand in need of love and concern 
which is yours but which we all may help to mediate 
OUR FATHER ,HO ART IN HEAVEN HALLa,lED BE THY NAME Tqy KINGDOM 
COME THY WILL BE DONE ON SARTH AS IT IS IN H,oAVEN GIVE US 
THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FO,GIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS 
WE FORGIVE THOSE \.!lO TRESPASS AGINST US ANDLEAD US NOT INTO 
TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL Fffi THINE IS THE KINe}· 

DOM AND THE PO',JI'-'ll AND THE GLORY FOREVER Am: . 



Almighty God , Father of all , creator of everything , and 
the sustainging 90wer in your created order , we turn to 

you in prayer and supplication , acknowledging you to be 
the Lord , the master and the determiner of our destinies . 
We praiee you for your glory and power, we rejoice in your 
love and mercy. 

We pray, a Lord , for a new understanding of you and of our
selves - especially ourselves . For once we see ourselves , 
we can better see others and you . Help us to uncover our
selves, to take of the masks by which we try to deceive 
others and you, but by which we only succeed in deceiving 
ourselves . Grant us the courage to risk ourselves to you, 
responding to you call in pArticular ways . Let us trust 
tha t 70U will accept us as we are ••• then perahps one day we 
shall trust ourselves with ot~ers . Let us cease our vaL~ 
attempts to hide from you; knowing that one day we must 
stand before you stripped of all pretense , and unarmed with 
the mechanism we use now to protect ourselves •• Help us 
to love you fully , for love casts out fear •• in loving you 
we need have no fear . 

Thank you for Jesus Christ in whose life and sacrifice we 
see humanity in its purest form , and in w.: am we can know 
the fullness which you desire us all to strive for . \.[e 
thank you for your love which brought our Lord to us . We 
thank you for you concern shown so wonderfully in your con
tinuing presence with us thru your spirit . Your action in 
Christ is our greatest joy, your greatest gift . Yet we 
thank you for ev~rything that enriches life ••• the relation-
ships , the experiences, the opportunities , the hopes , your 
freely given blessings , the commitment you call us to . 

Move now , gracious Lord , among your people gathered here , 
fulfilling their needs . Move in the midst of 70ur people 
wherever they are bringing healing to the sick, courage to 
the faint hearted , hope to the despairing , dignity to those 
who have lost self- esteem, love to unloved , and fulfilment 
of dreams to those who have courage to dream. 
OUR FATHE.'! WlO ART IN HEAVEN HALLCME!J BE THY NAlili THY KING 
DOM COI£ THY HILL BE OONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN lr"<.AVEN GIVE 
US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES 
AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGINST US AND LEAD US Na! 
INTO TI::lIPTATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL FOR THINE IS THE 
KINGDOM AND THE PO,ER AND THE GLORY FOilEVER AMEN . 



Alimighty God, we count it a privilege and a 
necessity to join ~ogether for a time of worship 
and celebration. Since you majesty is above us, 
and your glory incomprehensib~le to us, we bow 
now in humble adoration and awe in your presence. 

We thank you for the privilege of coming to
gether. We are grateful for the common tie of 
commitment to Jesus Christ which unites us, and 
we praise you that He has spoken to us and asked 
us to be disciples and followers. We thank you 
that we who are your creatures are so loved by 
you the creator that you bid us warne to you. 
Our gratitude is great about so much: the prayere 
you have answered, the guidance you have given, 
the strength you have provided, the loving communi
ty of family and friends you have placed us in, 
the opportunities of growth and service which sur
round, a world thru which we may exercise our 
energies and skills and bring blessings from it, 
but most of all our praise is raised to you becaUSE 
of your gift of Jesus Christ to us. Help us to 
respond to your blessings by offering more of our
selves to be used in your service/ 

o Lord we would pray for insight and stregnth 
so that we w~ll be enabled to be more effective 
witnesses in our lives . . not so much by what we 
say, or even thru waat we do, but by the kind of 
people we are. Lay your hand upon persons here to· 
day, and call them to your side, and thru your 
spirit bring them new life. Indeed visit with each 
of us that we might become aware of your love and 
your commandmnets. 

Hear now our God our intercessions. Heal those 
who are illR6ss, w-ether that illness be off body 
or mind our spirit; Open doors to those who feel 
that life has imprisoned them; grant vision to 
those who must make decisions, give courage to 
those whose strength has withered away; and to all 
your people here gathered ..• fulfill their yearningl 
and their needs . 

Sow gracious God listen to our thoughts and 
our hearts and we share them with you in these 
silent moments •••• 
Or Fthr, who art n hvn, hllwd be thy nm, thy kngdm 
em, thy wll b don on erth as it is in hvn, gv us 
ths dy our dly brd, & frgv us our trspsss as we 
frgv ths wh trspss agst us, & lead us not nt tmpta· 
tn, but dIvr us frm evl, for thn is th kingdm, G 
th pwr, 5 the glry frvr. Amen. 



Ztsrnal Spirit , who at fir~t brooded over chaos and 
brought order from it; brood, W~ ~sk you, over our souls. 
For our lives are disordered and amid the pressures of 
tte present world lose their meaning, direction and aim. 

We Med faith to undergird us , high hopes to allure u~ J 
great res~urces to strengthen us . Hover over your waiting 
and worshiping people and draw our lives together and make 
them whole . 

St~rt by makinv, us thankful people •. not with lips only 
but with our lives attuned to the heart thro~ of the uni
veree , your Holy Spirit , and issuing forth in caring and 
loving ways among our fellow man . Let us gratetude be a 
wa" of life , a way that leads others into the abuncant 
and meaningful life . 

Lord our prayers are often one- ~ided . So we pray today not 
only for the uSkal things , but for the unusual as well . 

We pray not only for the sick , but the well as well , lest 
pride rule happy hearts; we pra:r not only for the troubled, 
but also for the favored ones, let peace with the world be 
confused with peace with God; we rpay not only for the dy
in? , but for the living since they face eternity , too ; we 
praynot only for the burdened , but for the casual , lest in
dolence rot the soulj we p~ay not only for the leader~ of 
go\o"errunents, but also for the people , because it is they 
who pay the cost of misrule when it comes; we pray not 
for mis~onaries on foreign shores,but also for the rest of 
us who do not yet know that the family of your people grows 
smaller each year ; we pra~! not only for the ministf'rs of 
the gospel , but also for the people of the gospel , since 
all who believe arE" called to be doers of the Word and not 
hearers only; we pray not only for fair weather , but for 
bad waether as well , since nature is imparti~l and the hu
man estimates of ~ood and bad are not conclusive; we pray 
not anI:" for sinners to turn and be saved, but for the rest 
of UE who think we have little if any sin and are in great
er need of repentance and healing; and finally we pray not 
only for others, but also for ourselves because salvation 
and righteousness begin at the household of God . 

Accp.pt us and empower us and use us . 

OUR FATHili WHJ ART IN HE.AVEN HALLOWED 3E THY N.'.ME THY KING
DOM COME THY ;.aLL BE DONo ON EARTH AS IT IS IN H .AVEN GlV" 
US THIS rAY ,)UR DAr LY BlU.AlJ AND FORGIVE "S CJR TilESPASSES AS 
". FORGIVE THOOE >HO TRESPASS AGAINST US AND LEAD US NOT 
INTO TEMPATION BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL FOR THINE IS THE 
KI~ DOli ANV THe pmp. 1 AND Th GLORY FClU:V .R }.'[SN 



Almi~hty God , in whose love and care the whole created order 
has been placed, we , as your people , now offer our prayers 
to you . 'de acknowledge ;rou to be the Lord and try to worship 
you as you deserve . Some of us have felt your guiding hand 
and presence these past days , and have been lifted from the 
edge of despair and ~eaninglessness •••but some are still 
drifting . Some of us have sensed your power and majesty and 
have been lifted ••.but some are still prisoners of the earht . 
Some have caught a vision have haye been inspired •• . but some 
have no vision and ar~ perishing . 

We are thankful that you have seen fit to be with us this 
morning, and we are grateful for what you are doing •.• moving 
in our hearts , renwing our spirits , and reopening claims and 
callings which we have attempted to close . And it is not with· 
out some fe ar that we offer ourselves once again to yOll . We 
don ' t know the full implication of giving ourselves in com
mitment to you, yet , give us the will to trust the future 
into your hands . Probably, if we do , everything will not 
be without strain and some pain , but our way hasn ' t been too 
satisfactory and fulfilling . Perhaps in yielding to you we 
shall find the abundant life . Give us the strength to t r y . 

There are a number of things with which we are concerned, and 
we lift them to you in pra;rer asking you to shed light and 
grace upon them . We think of our church , its mission and its 
need for individual and collective dedication ; we think of 
the staggering needs of the world around us ; we think of 
those with whom life seems to be only a boring charade ; of 
those who are in great sorrow because of the death or ill
ness or disaappointmentj of those who seem to have no rea
son for being ; of those tied to sin and prevented from be
ing truly free under ChriEt j then there are the ill and 
wounded , the tempted and the undecided . For these conditions 
and all other conditiona of ;,rOUT people we intercede and 
offer ourselves in whatever way we can be used . 

Help us , 0 Lord , to be active disciples rather than verbal 
supporters only of your way. ~ our Ion?: time commitments 
now be used to take us into actively doing the works of our 
Lord 
OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HeAVEN HALLOWED BE THY NAME THY KING
DOI1 COM!> THY WI 11 BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN REAVEN GIVE 
US THIS DAY OUR DAILY llREAIl AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASES AS 
WE FORGIVE THCBE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US AND IE AD US NOT 
INTO TEHPrATION BUT DELIVER i1S FROM EVIL FOR THINE I S THE 
KINGDOM AND THE PWER AND THE GlDRY FOREVER AMEN 
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lord God , we look to you In this brIef time of prayer In the 
faith that you care enough to be attentive , even tho we often 
don ' t care enough to listen to you. Wil l you take note of the 
hidden needs and pains which we br ing today and act on them 
according to your love and our wit Iingness to accept It? And 
wi II you cause us to take le5s note of those selfish things 
which mar our attempts to be your people . Direct us beyond 
ourselves, to others , to Christ, to you . 

Lord , make us instruemnts of peace .. where there is complacency 
may we disturb; where there 15 disturbance may we discipline; 
where there is Inldfference, may we speak judgement; where 
there is guilt , may we accept and forgive; where there Is de
humanization let us seek justice; where there Is compromise 
let us foster righteousness... lest we settle for the peace 
that only the world can give. 

Grant , 0 lord, that we shal I not seek to be popular , but faith· 
ful; that we shal I not try to call others to be acceptable 
to other men , but wi" cal' them to be accpetable to you; that 
we shal' not Judge the worth of a person by things, but 
rather judge his worth by your love ; that we shal I not be 
Impressed with with human titles and power but respect the 
quality of character; that we shal I not seek the hoi iness of 
beauty , but seek the beauty of hoi iness; that we shal I call~t 
only our friends brother , but that we shal' calt our enemies 
brothers as wei I. 

We are grateful peop le , glad to be alive , happy to have friend 
and neighbors , rejoicing because of the beauty which surrounds 
us , and amazed that you have granted us energies and skil Is 
trhu which we can mold the wor ld arround us. We a re thankful 
for the grace which comes from you giving meanIng and joy to 
living . Without your grace, without your purposes , we would 
be as the"anImals and as the stones. As we proclaIm joyous 
thanksgiving with our lips let us show forth our gratitude in 
service and self- giving. 

Hear now the intercessions which we each think about in 
these moments .. those persons, those places, those circu~
stances , needing the touch of you love and power . Bring your 
ministry of peace and reconciliat ion to others thru us, If 
you believe enough In us .. 
our father who art in heaven hal lowed be thy name thy kingdom 
come thy wi! I be done on earth as It is In heaven give us this 
day our dally bread and forgive us our trespasses as we for
give those who trespass against us and lead us not Into temp= 
tation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever amen 
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Almighty God, from whom the earth received its 
form and from whom we received a span of time 
in a body inhabited by an eternal spirit, we turn 
to you in thse moments of prayer. We have a 
sense, however vaque, of your greatness and majesy 
- enoguh that we have been moved to worship. Re= 
mind us of our creaturehood that we might not 
be overcome with pride, let us remember our frail 
ty that we might not become arrogant and let us 
be mindful of weaknesses that we might no decieve 
ourselves with our strengths. 

We thank you, gracious God, that we can come to 
you in prayer and worship. Surely it is not be
cause you have need of our goodness but sure it is 
because of your love for us that you are attentive 
and are ready to receive us. We thank you. 
We praise you for all of that whih enriches the 
life you have entrusted to our care . We are grate · 
ful for your gift of yourself in Jesus Christ and 
can mRly respond to you in love and service when 
we reocgnize the greatness of that sift because 
he is the difference betwen life and death, betweel 
heaven and hll. 

Hear now Lord, our intercessions. We pray for the 
world .. a world whibh you loved enough to send 
your son to it. We paay for its leaders and its 
peoples. We pray for our church, as it enters in
to a new period of emphasis. May she always be 
faithful to fullness of the gospel as in the next 
several years we take special concern for the hun
gry, for the spreading of the your saving love 
in evangelism, and she seeks to add vigor and life 
to the ethnic churches of our community of faith. 
Bless not only our denomination but our conference 
and this local church as well. May we look to you 
for our help and may we move unafraid into the 
future. 

Now 0 God heed the prayers and concerns which 
we now in silence lay before you 

Or Fthr,wh art n hvn, hllwd be thy nme, thy kgdm 
cm, thy wl be dn on rth as it is in hvn. gv us ths 
dy r dly brd. & frgv us r trsp as we frg ths who 
~f'D agnst us. & ld us nt n2 tm~tn but dlvr us fr 

~, 4 tnn 1S th kdg, pwr glry Trvr . *men 



Lord God we join now in this community of prayer an 
interecession. Your nearness is always a reality of 
our experience , yet we feel a special closeness to 
you when we pray and meditate . And now we turn to 
you in prayer . And as we approach we are aware of 
your greatness and holiness of your beauty and your 
power . But we confidently come to you in the trust 
that your concern and love grants us such a priv
ilege . M~y we never take lightly our estate as your 
children . Help us to behave in a manner which is 
befitting of our high calling . Come to us in your 
power and still the ceaseless restlessness which 
causes us to question your love , come to us and 
tell us tenderly that we no longer need fret and be 
anxious for Jesus Christ has come and made things ri 
right between us and you. Come to us , come to us 
and remove that prideful rebellion whihR continuall 
bruises your heart and gives us pain and disharmony . 
Come to us when we are discouraged , defeated and 
despairing and remind us that we live by hope , a 
hope which is warrenteeed by your never ceasing 
care . 0 Lord God , why should be fear , why should t 
we drive ourselves insanely into obstacles and 
barriers, why should be worry and fret, why should 
we become weary and worn? Have we not learned, do 
we not know , have we not experienced , that you are 
with us • . . wnating to hand to us that which we 
need for life .. for the abundant life . 

Help us to relax , help us to open our lives , help 
us to consciously say to you and to ourselves IILord 
you gave me my life , now tak.e control of it" . 
Above all gifts , e Bcept the gift of Jesus Christ , 
give us hope , a hope that renews our lives, a hope 
that gives them purpose , and a hope that lightens 
today whatever thedarkness be which covers it . 

We look to you expressing our praise and gratitude . 
We can only guess at the magnitude of your love , 
the number of your gifts , and the importance of your 
presence . Thank you 0 Lord God. 

Now Lord listen to our intercessions 
OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN HALLOWED BE THY NAME , 
THY KINGDOM COME THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS 
IN HEAVEN . GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD , AND 
FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO 
TRESPASS AGAINST US , AND LEAD 8S NOT INTO TEMPTATIOI 
BuT DELIVER US FROM EVIL FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM 
AND THE POWER AND THF at ~IW ~nDr'Vr'l) .... ~"I ______y 



'

!ternal Go~. our hel, in a~e past, our hopei for ~e£r~ 
to co~. at t. h co eet of ti-e ve thar to worship ~~. 
Away fro", tl'.e e,',,1'",~' 7 life our thoughts turn to tetro
section en'" cont·::-:pl tiCD . Be ~reel to us no\", tor 
we need tbe £ll~se Dfet rnal trut amld,t ·he ~emaLrlB 
an~ cal' in. 8 of t'"t' te~o!'al . Pla.ce ua nQY at the cHe '08

al of ~.,. 8P~ dt . ....t lIper to UB, ';ut clefo.rl;, tl-e ele r 
I 81 .tage ~ 8alv&t 1 on 10 JeSUI Christ . 

On this ts:y when we honor au! re ember our ot~era br1n& 
to the aur"'e.ce t 1088 !ft~er acl! cher18h~ memorial, ttoae 
precious an~ vital a••ce!ation. of tee prefer-t o With 
praise in our VOices, but often with lonelines8 in our 
hearte ve thal t.Hi'~ for mot"'art.ood - :p£rtlC''J.lal7 tha.t 
&r~ chll~ of . ln~ t at ~ per::l1tte~ aac.'" of UII to 
call mo~·er. For t~o8e ~ ear soul. living ~ ~ead who 
vere for us tte emb~ice~t 0' love , petience, selt-giving 
~~~rlt~ing ~~ are gratefUl . 'e pray that we cay be f 
ta1t;.fUl to t' e leritage bequratheCl to 'Us b. those who 
" re us, nourlltel' us and f:I.li~ed us thru the ~·ear. . !'Or 
UI are e tive of star of light rver t e path t 14!e , 
t t s~ar left there and supporte~ by our zothers . 

or those ... ':10 bear the reaponllbllitv. ot' motherhooe .. ,' 1' ..
1"1Q' . Fo!' this I'.Ost Inportan of all tasks wo;lC!t¥t ~ 

give tOle ...to a:e mothers the deepest gul~aLce. Grant 
heavenl~~ F ther t d no Ilother will take her ree:ponsibll
4\ 'u lie.tly for Ilnc!er her ~ reBts the elastiny o! 
£o~e c· l1C! . For ~h8 honea of our lan~ we pray. Cause 
UD to rec.pture the vi~lty and Integray of f8Jfo1ly life 
'4;' we, flac' of ua , motter, father, e1:ild , gra..~puer.t, 
d 1a 183' H.e 0 ur e sac"'tfiCf> nee"~ for making c!'lll~ren 

ture au! Christ like . 

For ~~ose ho~e8 ~e~e t~e tenter volce of the mother ts 
no loncer l">eart! sa,·e in the e~ry of t).os~ who 10' ~ 
. ar we prE.): . ;::eal the aC~e a.D4 voi~ left tc.ere, .::
c asiog u. to bive the lo~ ~ie can no longer be given 
to her tc IO:::ae wor: 11:- ;" -jr, ::rpose in th world . 
Artft ~. e~c~ t'J! tol'a: fin~ ~ 8S t}:(' .tre h aw. eal
8:- of &1' our neath, the c: r to Ii'''. better , t le 
e 1e of what we oug 0 _ ~ th~ inep~r~tion for 
t e~ I of love a~ ere;" . 
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Iternal S,lrlt tt.ou fountain of life ~ v 088 •••r"ling 

ptrea a of .ean11l.{ ~ ·urpo$u are e.vflllablp to UI, we r.Jolcf!I 
t"u.': t-.Ot;; ,",' I t ClI!"ft a~ lOve 80 'lUc.'1 . P,)v it ~8r. be tl::: t thnu 
4!!08t ~E'tll'!"e our c:)~lon.hlp str.,!c;:let! OUr' loe"l.c.:. tien . 1ly 
1'; 11 t at bou haat call~ ut. t: in.. ove eY ~e U8 re;tll'tll 
ur.tU WE' tint lnion. yit tr.. waye ~. ~ot 1:1 our un~~ratat'nl.Dg . 
¥e only rejoice and otfer thpe thip .ac~lfice of pralle a=t. 
Y:::lrshlp . 

Ou~ eyea are IUbjec t~ . Jleaveruy fet~er . to 80 r~ 
ahout. calling tor our loyalty that of~en our atrpnr.th tAl 
"anrr~ ant we i".e.ve worshIp: e~ Go~. ,"'it"l other voices , So:e_ 
tl~. , ~ear JQ~ . the.e other voices offpr w~ t tet 8 to our 
111il.1tetJ 1C1~. hope au r.t8nl 111 aN "t;mrpou . '8 al;C" f or t:r.y · 
petlf1Lce with 18 , . t;:y torgin'c.e.. for at",_"l::lg w&1 fro::! t:"lee . 

Tor we :OOY, d138'D "o,,"n , that tt.~!'e 11 onl;«- one._ voice 
vh 4 ch can ~~ant us ~~ 11fe e~un~ant , An~ that ~. tie voice 
o! J~IU' C;'rht , our ret'een::er , Grant UI t~PHfore &racloul 
Lor" the whereyit.81 to ~hcpr~ that "V01ce am1t1 all t.h~ cla=or 
of thr t'e~' , ~ eive au!' .llp~iancfl! to it whatf'vrr +\.p cOtt 
Eigt.t be . 

'e beeeech thpe tor U8'lranCf'1 thl=t thou Lrt lti.ll ,",ori 
H.... in Ou:!'i f~'-e of exbter..ee to brln,g l)f't:Cf! aD" ...leu ...bea t~ 
all . "Fe tbf' leat'e!"8hll) of·tr.f' "·orIc'.(I .f'\1!"':bf'r tr.::-''''Bye . 
"Jst! ttf' t'erlc tton of t~loe~· ..,he) -rec:ognhp thf'f' a8 '-a~ter to 
~ltnpll effeet!vf'ly inall t~f'1r "!"f'lEtlo&8hipe for the ~~~e . 
the ea~tl~ll ~nt\ foh(l ,....,o~ . '!'::ou ".ut ent"'"U.te~ UI "'lth U.e 
!""lIa,g:e or! Iv.. tic-D . StrNlg·hfon'1.1 10 that \l'e shell not faU .. . 

~o.., C cloua God tt(l~·o all tlo~e v~o ~!"e8ent. IpP.C
1al nee~ to t~ee thl1 morLi~ th=t ttr ~slr.g grace ~!Ght ~e 
!!:Eel' re-al a. t, trv na.:c I)e pratte . 

http:ent"'"U.te
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Etern.l feth.r, reverently now we bow before thee recognizing 
the great coat of our salvation. We remember how love had to 
walk the way of' agony and ncrifice for us. 

Humbly wa would bow before ~h.e, knowing our unworthiness. 
forgive the fitfulness ofk'falth, our transi.nt moods of 
spiritual enthusiasm, the faltering "'ay in which .... follOlll. 
Look upon us with the eyae of understanding love • 

." 
Wilt thou \duw US to thyself and share with us thy strength, 
that despite our frailty we WB may be dependable disciples 
of Jesus Christ. 

As we remember his l'st night upon earth we ask thy speciel 
bleSSings as we worship. We remember hia agony in the garden 
We r.member the headecha and the pain. We take special 
courage in hie spiritual triumph. Thru these ~recioU8 
.!etrents of his s~per IIIhilt thou teach us to live for him 
who died for us. 

Bleas .11 who are gathered here tonight. Give unto us deeper 
understanding and a spir'tual a••reneas because we have 
this night been together with thee. for 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

the sake of Jesus 

f 

Eternal God, who hest chosen end celled us to serve in thy 
church, all our trust is in thee, for in thea are the springs 
of life. Heer now our voices as IIIIe lift them to thea in 
thanksgiving for this faast of love and remember; for its mean
ing and for its poaer of restoration. Abundantly give us of 
thy holy spirit, without whom nothing IS strong, nothing is 
holy, and use It US as it ahall pleas. thee for tha glory of thy 
NItre. Increase our faith, mellow our judgement, stir our zael, 
deepen our devotion. Let our lives enforce what our lips utter. 
00 thou chocee for US the work we do and the place in which we 
do it, the success we win and the harvest 1118 raep. Pra.erve us 

• from 	 jedousy and ifll)8 tie nce ; from eelf-will end depreseion. 
!'Ieke us faithful unto death lind give us lit last the crown of 
life. for the sllke of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

http:transi.nt
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Eternal God, As W8 join in preyer help us to ba alart to 
your spirit as it moves in our hearts and aou18; and help us 
to be aware of your holiness and your greatness. Let your 
voice be heard in the inner recesses of our baing, let your wil 
capt~e the wills, and lat the mind of our Lord Jeavs Chriat 
come an alter our thinking, our ways of looking at things. 
~y we have some inBoiretlon of your power and your presenca 
• , otherwise we shall not be able to let you have your way 

with us. We praise and glorify your name, for we recognize 
you to ba King of the universe and master of humen life. 

When we consider your goodnese snd your compassion, we bow in 
humble thanksgiving, for.a admit that without you, without 
your epirit, without what you freely give we would be like 
the snimels, or even like the stones. We thank you for cre
sting us in your image. We are not Bure of all that means, 
wa do recognize that .e era special in your eight. We thank 
you for that •. and paay that you will help U8 to beheve end 
act like your children. We thank you for the providence of 
your will and way which attend our daily lives • . blessing it 
with an abundance in providing for our physical needs; and 
giving an abundance of spiritual care. We prey that we will 
be able to acknowledge the uns•• n gifts of the spirit which 
have added depth end neening to out lives. We thank you for 
the gift of conscience. As much a8 it bothere us sometimes, 
W8 thank you for the sensitivity snd the compassion with which 
you have blessed us. We ~ray that we will be able to be 
sensitive not only to the needs of othere, but to our own deep 
neede, too. 

In our praying, .e want to acknowledge our concern about the 
circumstances snd situations of others. Some fece dire and 
poverty aurroundIngs, some face grave decisiona, some nned 
courage to 'ace the results of decision, some need to have 
sin forgiven, some await anxiously your will in the illness 
which has come to them. Will you ect in those lives. Tahn 
we are concerned ebout our world •• Its leeders stand in need 
of courage end wiedom in making choices .hich effect millions 
of peopla. Will you grant them that courage and wiedom, even 
if they do not eeek it? To all of us, grant your heeling and 
challenging preeence ••• that thru us as faithful inetruements 
you might accomplish some good this week. 


