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Almighty God, you have called us to acknowledge gratefully
all the blessings of life, but we thank you most of all for
the one who has made all blessings possible, namely yourself
and your marvelous work in Jesus Christ our Lord. For your
creative power and your transforming love and the freedom
in Jesus Christ we thank you,

Help us to 1lift our hearts and minds above the false show of
things, above fear and melancholy, above laxiness and despair,
above selfishness and greed, above custom and fashion, Lift us
to the truth and beauty that you are, so that we may live joy-
fully and in freedom as followers of Jesus Christ,

0 God of love, we give thaks for whatever you have given us
to enjoy: for health and strength, or for grace to live with
imperfect health; for the love and care of our family, for the
Joys of friendship, the healing of humor and laughter, the
lifting power of music and all arts, and for every gift of
renewal, We praise you for all great men and women and for
little children who have hlped us on our wayjs for every insight
into truth and for the learning power of hindsight; for the
glimpses of the reality of the world around usj; for the challeng
of problems and stress; as well as for opportunities to help
others and for the willingness to be aided by them,

We thank you for the church which outwardly seems so out of it,
and is beset with apathy, threatened with failure and misdirec-
ted by false motives, But we render our thanks for it because
of the faithful people in every land who labor in faith for

a better life for all, and to open up ways in which your love
can flow into human life, We thank you especially for the
commnity of Christian concern of which we are a part, We
thank you for the nation which we are citizens of, for all that
i 8 just and noble and true and right in our history and our
present, And we pray that-in these-days when doubt and gloom
and violence has been done to-our system that we each will
rededicate ourselves to national principles and will labor
diligently to bring our nation back from the brink, Amd

we thank you for Jesus Christ, his work and way amking clear
to us your love.

How freely we have received, 0 God, let us freely give of our-
selves in your service,
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Eternal God who hast caused the holy scriptures to be written
for our learning ., . grant that we may eo hear them, read, ma:
learn and inward ly digest them so that we may be confirmed
in penitence, lifted to hope, amde strong for service, and

be filled with the true knowledge of you and of Jesus Christ,
We thank you for the Bible and all that it has meant to us,
and all that it has meant to mankind/ And we pray that we whe
f ollow your son Jesus Christ will use the word aright as a
guide to our lives, asali:g,httomuya, and as an instru-
ment of your grace making us over in our Lord image,

We thank you for home and childhoodj for the bonds of friend-
ship and the ties of commmnity, We thank you for unexpected
and undeserved acts of kindness; and for every sign of hope
that your design for 2 peaceful and humane world shall be
realized, We primee you for your greatest deed of all, wrougl
in Jesus Christ, who by his humble coming, his gracious life,
his cruel death and his gloriocus resurrection has given us the
confidence that you love us and will love us forever,

0 God, we pray for the broken church and pray that a new ad-
vent of his spirit will not only heal our pessonal broekness
but our corporate division as well, Support our nation in
these days, Keep our government officials beachable, brave
and obedient to your spirits leading, Turn all peoples from
selfishness to magnanimity, O Lord, you prepared the way
for the coming of the Messiah by sending messengers before
him, help us to be your messengers in this modern world, pre-
paring it for a new cisitation of your spirit in our world,

0 God, whose mercy is unfailing, we bring to you now those
who are in particular need of healing and help, those who are
so lonely that they don't know what to do, those wo sad that

they can hardly on, those who are such pain that they
are afraid of tji?niélt, those who are so worried that sleep
‘does not come, Fulfill the needs of each of yur children
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Almighty God, hear now our prayers where we lift
inte your presence our joys and our concerns, our vj
victories and defeats. Yon are a loving God and
we in faith believe that you care for us. And yom
are one who judges,.one who has created the vast
expanses of a limitless universe, a God whose beauty
and glory is reflected dimly thru the mirrors of
nature and the huamn soul. So we worship you, givin
you honor and comitment.

Sebd your spirit upon us, making us more than we are
Send your spirit to the church helping her to re-
capture the vitality and strength which is a char=
acteristic of theprimitive church, according to

vyo r word. Let us not think our discipleship is
complete when we praise and glorify you and when we
find that peace which passes understanding and that
joy which changes our lives. Rather help us to
extend our dsiciplship into servanthood .. inte dein
and striving where decisions are made and power

is exercised. Teach us that a Christian who is

too heavenly conscious is of ne earthy good. Then
give us power and courage to do that which you lead
us to do.

Hear now of our thanksgiving. For life and friend,
for home and dajily provision, for debts to pay and
debts to collect, for sins to be forgiven and

for wrongs for us teo forgive others for, all that
we offer our heart felt gratitude. And for tho,’ yE
which enrich life and for the trials which enable

it to grow; for the peace which makes us whole

and the the anxjety that keeps us alert: for some-
one to love and for those who love us; for a saviour
who died and for a life to live for him, acept our
thanksgiving.

Now, Lord, God, place your hand upon each person
here. For some it will be a hnad of judgement,
for others a hand of forgiveness, for some a hand
of commendation and for others a hand which calls
for commitment, Whatever youz are aaying to us
individually, grant us the courage to respond,
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Lord God, we again =eek to relate to you in prayer, We de-
sire to communicate with you in these moments , , to have
you say something to us as well as to say something to you,
But, we ask for you patience and understanding, for we are
more accustomed to talking than we are to listening, And
you'll have to give us patience and wnderstanding because
we are often insensitive toyour voice.

We know, or ought to know, about your greatness and majesty
and your power, We have sen your greainess in the granduer
of creation, in the beauty around us, and in the intricate
dependance which oils thw univrse, and we have been awed
by it, We have seen your majesty in the far flung stars
end heard it in the mighty roar of the seas and have been
humbled, We have felt your power in the core of ocur lives
and have observed it change the direction in which a man
traveled and have been thankful, So we praise you and try to
ascribe the honor and glory which is befitting of you, And
vhen we do that, then we worship,

When we consider your love for us, them we rejoé#ce and cele-
brate, Your goodness is fanatastic, your blessing of us
weems to be without limit, and your concern for us apparent-
ly has no bounds, We are, or ought to be grateful, You have
given us the senses to enjoy life, the energy to help mold it
so that it fulfills your purposes, the power to overcame

the adversities which mar it, and the matter and spirit to
touch life at its center, And you, in Jesus Christ, have
given #f us a glimpse of close fellowship with you, so we
are thankful,

Help us, our Father, to care for others as you in Christ
have shown us that you care for others, The leazst we can
do, since we are afraid to risk more, is to pray for them,
That we do in these moments , , remembering others and 1ift-
hg their needs into you presence, There are the ill vho
wonder if tomorrow will come for them, the disorganized whoe
hestiate to face the disarray of the days ahead, the sinful
who look forward to another day of guilt, the chosen leaders

* of mankind who face problems too great for their unadied
wisdom and strength, And as we pray for others we xealize
that we pray for ourselves also, Grant us the willingness
to help in answering our own prayers,

Let us offer to you in these moments that portion of our-
slves we can offer you ., , dedicating ourselves im a closer
companionship with Jesus Christ and a greater service Ee
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ltarna%hagiyit, so high above us that we cannot com.
prahand , and so deep within us that we cannot
escape &8¢, make self real to us now. In a shaken
world we seek stability; in a noisy world we need in-
ner peace; in a fearful world, we want courage; in a
world where evervthing perlshes we crave a vision of
the eternal Kingdom where the sun nvers sets.

Seek us out, each one us. Youngz and old we come, the
merry and the bereaved, families together and aolitary
souls, some off temptad to be proud and some crestfallr
because of failure, some strong in bedy and others try
ing to keep the inward man new while the outward per-
ishes, Let &v sun shine thru all these varied win-
dows. =

Thile tEoldset comfort us, kindle us alos with sin-
cere penitence. Bet some deep word of righteousness be
spoken to our souls.today. Save us from ignoble excuse
ehean defenses, and unworthy self-deceits. Give us the
grace to be honest with ourselves, tEat Ee might right
1y deal with the personalltv which entrusted
to us, [am : T
with apportunitlea T
stemrdahip which thahEssE committed to us,
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ﬂith thankful, yet burdened hearts, we pry for ;;?"
Church. Keep her fellowship resl and vital, across
-t?& dﬁiiding lines of man bitterness. We pray that
$ t help us to maintain her strength, rear our
children in its nurture, seek afresh to understand the
gospel, and make rezl to the ends of the earth the
salvation that is in Jesus Christ, Our Lord.

Make this church, We-beseech Tiwe, a loyal servant
of | ause. To its leadership, its laymen and lay-
women -of this congregation grant vision and dedication,
wisdom arnd debotion, that we here; a company of Christ:
diseiples, may exhibit his spirit, further his work,
and. be faithful servants of his Kingdom.

. HNow may thy Spirit tough us all with wisdom and
'strength. Kindle our faith, rebuke our unfaithfulness,
make sensitive our nonsciﬂnces, dedicate our stienth,
fortifv ns in our troubles; and send us out strong in
‘tﬂe Lord and in the power of his might,
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Mﬁm.mmnmismwtofure, we offer -
you the gladness and the peace in our lives which have sur-

vived the blows that life brings to us ., . those often caused
by our own mismanagement of the pest and of our experiences,

We give you thanks for all those who have found your spirit in
their lives, for the saints and prophets who have been to you
@ hands and feet doing your will and work, and for the humble
whose place in the world is small but whose status with you as
your children is large, We thank you for the mentors and
leeders who have touched and dmse enlarged our lives, perhaps
knowvn only to us, for the work which your loved permitted you
o do in Jesus Christ , ., the work of redemption and salvation
of those who tarn in faith and respond in service to you,

We are grateful to you for 2ll those who have supported others
in their hour of stress , ., for those who have comforted the
orreving, encouraged the faltering, assited the healing of

the ill by their tender presence and ministrations, for those
who pointed the way when all around was dark and forboding, .
for those who bring a gentle word of remonstance setting on a
plain and straight path someone who was wandering off, for
those whose sac#ifice of convenience aznd time assisted someone
along the road, Accept our thanksgiving for all your benefits
for every good deed done in your name, and every lifting power
that influences our lives,

We pray, 0 God, for our nation, Match her strength with a
purpose founded in your will, bring her once again to recognize
the value of personzl integrity and to stand strongly for it,
Mzy our nation not only see its privilaged place in the gamily
of peoples, but may she have 2 consuming sense of her responsi-
bility, May the ftroubled find the peace, the hungry food,

and the homeless a home, may the inmprisoned be freed, and

may the suffering and dislocated find mercy, and may the worldly
wise find wisdom,

For each us here in this place at this time we pray., May our .
reeds be tended too, may our sins beforgiven, and may our com=
Placency be replaced with commitment, Help us to see some
work this week that we can do for your kingdom this week and
apply ourselves to do before we once again gather in your name
for celebration and renewal, Take our lives and let them be
consecrated lord to thee, Thru Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen
oy Frller wihe ivf-a hvn, Hlwd br_fful Nl Tz\.,kqé‘-mb"'tr
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